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A Short General Introduction  

1: Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a 

declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us,  

2: Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were 

eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word;  

3: It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all 

things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent 

Theophilus,  

4: That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou 

hast been instructed. (Luke 1:1-4) 

Nearly everything we know about the life and ministry of Jesus comes from the 

Bible's four Gospel books - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The Gospels 

existed in oral tradition in the young Christian communities for some time 

before they were finally set in written form. As the eyewitnesses to the events of 
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Jesus' life began to pass away in the latter part of the first century, it probably 

became more urgent that these events be preserved in writing. 

The Bible's New Testament, which includes these four Gospels, was originally 

written entirely in Greek, the common language of the Mediterranean lands in 

Roman times. The first of the Gospels was probably Mark, written around 70 

A.D., about 40 years after Jesus was crucified. Matthew and Luke were written 

between 80 and 90 A.D. Finally, The Gospel of John appeared in its final form 

around 95 A.D. 

All four Gospels are anonymous in the sense that none includes the author's 

name. The traditional names - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John - did not become 

associated with these writings until the second century. In the early centuries of 

Christianity, our four Gospels coexisted with a number of other Christian 

writings, many of which have not been preserved. Finally, the Synod of 

Carthage adopted the present twenty-seven New Testament books, including the 

four Gospels, as the canon of the New Testament in the year 397. 

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke are known as the Synoptic Gospels 

because they are strikingly similar. Bible scholars believe the authors of 

Matthew and Luke were aware of the Gospel of Mark and incorporated much of 

it in their own writings, along with material from another common source that 

has not been preserved, plus unique material of their own. 

The Gospel of John is very much different from the Synoptic Gospels in the way 

it presents and interprets the events of Jesus' earthly life. The Synoptics portray 

Jesus traveling about and preaching in parables about the coming kingdom of 

God, while John presents a more spiritual and meditative picture of Jesus. Both 

John and the Synoptics present many of the same events of Jesus' life, including 

His trial, crucifixion, and resurrection. 

Because of the differences among the Gospels, we are tempted to ask which, if 

any, is the correct portrayal of the events of Jesus' life. However, each of the 

four is a unique view of Jesus, drawn from different eyewitnesses and different 

traditions, and we are fortunate to have these four "windows" to see four views 

of these central events of Christianity. 

What is the Gospel, four narrations in one? 

 Gospel is a term used over 75 times in the New Testament. While it has various 

nuances of meaning, it's most fundamental meaning from the Greek is "good 

news." But good news of what? According to the Evangelical Dictionary of 
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Theology edited by Walter Elwell, "the gospel is the joyous proclamation of 

God's redemptive activity in Christ Jesus on behalf of man enslaved by sin." 

Another usage of the term is to refer to specific books in the Bible that set forth 

the life and teaching of Jesus, for example the Gospel of Matthew, etc. 

The importance of the gospel cannot be overstated. Indeed, it is the culminating 

concept of the entire Bible. So as the biblical writers proclaimed this good news 

to all, so we in turn proclaim it to our readers. As it says in the most famous of 

all Bible passages. Please, refer to ñSelf-help in New Testament Greek page  20, 

the Lexicon. 

http://static.skynetblogs.be/media/163941/2001657147.pdf 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16). 

John 3:16 is what most Christians would give as an answer to "what is the 

gospel?" But note that the word gospel is not actually used in this passage. So 

we look further for a more precise biblical definition.  

In many places, the Bible uses the term "gospel of God" or "gospel of Christ." In 

Matthew 4:23 and Matthew 9:35 Jesus used the phrase "the gospel of the 

kingdom," indicating the good news that He as the Messiah was now among 

them to usher in the new covenant. In Matthew 26:12-13, Jesus used the term 

"this gospel" alluding to his coming death. In Mark 8:35, Jesus explains that the 

gospel is of such tremendous importance that for its sake a man must be willing 

to enter upon a life of complete self-denial. 

For the apostle Paul, the gospel was the reason for his existence. That there 

would be no doubt about exactly what the gospel means, Paul specifically 

defines it in his first letter to the Corinthians: 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold 

fast to the word I preached to youðunless you believed in vain. For I 

delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died 

for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five 

hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 

fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, 
as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me (1 Corinthians 15:1-8).  

http://static.skynetblogs.be/media/163941/2001657147.pdf
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This passage offers the clearest definition of the gospel. It is indeed, perhaps the 

most important passage of the entire Bible. In subsequent verses (1 Corinthians 

15:9-58), Paul goes on to explain the significance of the resurrection event. 

Because of Christ's suffering, death, and resurrection, we all have hope of 

eternal life. He stakes everything on the resurrection being an actual historical 

event. He insists that unless Christ's resurrection really and truly happened, our 

faith is in vain. 

Note that in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, the first four verses define the gospel. The 

second four verses give an apologetic for the gospel. In other words, Paul tells 

us why it is true! This is significant. Those who preach the gospel without an 

accompanying apologetic are not preaching the gospel biblically! 

Evidence for the historicity of the resurrection is part of the gospel message. He 

insists that the resurrection was not a figment of someone's imagination. There 

were over 500 witnesses, including Paul himself! By the way, this passage was 

not written hundreds of years after the events. Paul penned these words within 

20-25 years or so after Christ's resurrection. He proclaims that if his readers do 

not believe it, they can go check out these things with the actual living 

witnesses. Scholars, incidentally, believe that the statement Paul makes in the 

first few verses of 1 Corinthians 15 is a formal creed used by the earliest 

Christians that dates back to within 5 years of Christ's death. 

So the gospel is not only about an actual historical event, it is about the 

consequences to mankind forever. 

Let's look at three other passages, this time from Paul's letter to the Romans, his 

letter to the Ephesians, and his letter to the Colossians: 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes (Romans 1:16). 

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 

the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until 

the redemption of those who are God's possessionðto the praise of his glory 
(Ephesians 1:13-14). 

But he has now reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to 

present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusationðif 

you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope 

held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you have heard....(Colossians 

1:22-23). 
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Together with the 1 Corinthians passage above, Paul makes it clear in these 

passages that the gospel is not something that man does. Rather, it is something 

that God has done for us. It is God's power through Christ and the Holy Spirit 

that is the gospel. This is our salvation via the medium of faith. Thus, a clear 

distinction should be made between gospel (that which we believe for our 

salvation) and law (that which explains what we are to do in response to our 

saving faith, as well as that which shows us the need for the gospel ala Romans 

3:20). 

So putting these passages together we see that an accurate definition of the 
gospel is this: 

The gospel is the perfect life, atoning death, and resurrection of Jesusð

which is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who believes. 

But in slightly different contexts, the writers of the New Testament use the term 

"obey the gospel" on three separate occasionsðRomans 10:16,  2 Thessalonians 

1:8, and 1 Peter 4:17. These passages confuse some people as they think these 

mean that the gospel itself is something that man has to do. Make no mistake, 

man must respond to God's offer of salvation. He must receive Christ (John 

1:12); he must repent while believing in the gospel (Mark 1:15); he must trust  

in Christ (Romans 4:5). But obedience is a result of the gospel, rather than the 

gospel itself. 

The context of these passages is important. If you read the verses surrounding 

Romans 10:16, you will see that the context is belief. The context of 2 

Thessalonians 1:8 and 1 Peter 4:17 is the imminent return of Christ in judgment 

against the Jews in AD 70. The warning of "obeying the gospel" is clearly, in 

these two instances, a warning specifically to the first-century Jews who have 

rejected Jesus and were persecuting the Christians. 

There is good evidence that the English term "obey" in these passages is a 

mistranslation that is apparently a holdover from the King James Version of the 

Bible. The Greek word for obey in the first two passages is hupakouo. This  

word is defined in Strong's Concordance as "to hear under (as a subordinate), 

i.e. to listen attentively; by implication to heed or conform to a command or 

authorityðhearken, be obedient, to obey" (emphasis added). So this instruction 

is somewhat like what a parent might say to a recalcitrant child: "Listen up, 

Buster! I'm telling you the truth!" Obedience is the implied result, but it is not 

the focus of the message. 
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Similarly, the Greek word in the third passage is apeitheo, which means "not to 

allow one's self to be persuaded" or "to refuse belief and obedience." 

As the notes in the Reformation Study Bible (page 1902) say, "The gospel must 

be accepted, believed, and obeyed (1 Peter 4:17). Its divine command is for 

absolute surrender to God through the peace made by Jesus Christ." But man's 

requirement is to respond in faith. Obedience comes after the proclamation of 

the gospel, and after God's work of redemption. So the gospel is one thing; 

obedience is another thing which follows as an expression of a living faith. 

These three "obey the gospel" passages need some further explanation. It makes 

no sense for us to obey something that someone else has already 

accomplished for us. No single English word really gets at the meaning of what 

is most often translated as "obey." But perhaps these passages are best 

understood as respect the gospel, welcome the gospel, accept the gospel, heed 

the gospel, believe the gospel, or hearken to the gospel. Indeed, these terms are 

sometimes used in English translations rather than the term obey. 

As stated by the Evangelical Dictionary of Theology (page 474), the gospel 

"proclaims the redemptive activity of God. This activity is bound up with the 

person and work of God's Son, Christ Jesus." Also, as an instrument of the Holy 

Spirit the gospel convicts (1 Thess. 1:5) and converts (Col. 1:6). Still further, 

"To those who refuse the gospel it is both foolishness and a stumbling block (1 

Cor. 1:18ff.), but to those who respond in faith, it proves itself to be the ópower 

of God unto salvation' (Rom. 1:16)." 

The gospel is something to be preached and to be believed (1 Corinthians 

15:11). The gospel is the proclamation of the glory of Christ rather than 

something we proclaim about ourselves (2 Corinthians 4:4-6). Yet the gospel 

has implications for our obedience. 

Since the gospel is delivered by belief, more light on this can be shed by what is 

meant by ñbelieve inò in such passages as John 3:16: ñWhosoever believes in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life.ò The word in (Greek eis) really 

means ñintoò or ñunto.ò Since we do not have an idiom in English ñto believe 

intoò or ñto believe intoò it is translated ñbelieve in.ò But the meaning is deeper 

than mere intellectual assent (James 2:14-19). It implies that we believe so 

deeply in Jesus that we will commit our whole being and obedience to him. 

As explained in James 2, we are saved by a particular type of faith. We are saved 

by a living faith, as opposed to a dead faith. In other words, we are saved by a 
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faith that is obedient. But it is not the obedience that saves, but rather the faith 

itself.  

The gospel, by the way, is the same in the Old Testament as in the New 

Testament. See Romans 1:1-3, Romans 4, Galatians 3:8, Isaiah 52:13-53:12. 

Let's take a further moment and comment on what the gospel is not. 

¶ It is not, "Have your best life now"ðas a popular TV preacher proclaims. 

¶ It is not, "Jesus came to be your best friend." 

¶ It is not sacramental. Paul specifically states in 1 Corinthians 1:17-18 that 

the gospel does not include baptism. 

¶ It is not placing one's trust in the church, but rather in Christ's finished 

work on the cross. 

¶ It is not something that we must do. 

¶ Further, it is not the so-called social gospel. (The social gospel is a 

response by certain liberal Christians who began to doubt the Bible and its 

miracles, including the bodily resurrection of Christ. Left with no gospel 

at all, these professing Christians turned to social action in society as their 

focus and redemption.)  

¶ Nor is the gospel the whole of the New Testament, which some Christians 

who tend toward legalism think. 

 
 

While being baptized, responding in obedience, being faithful to the church, or 

caring for the downtrodden, etc. are importantðbut these are not the gospel in 

the first place. The gospel is the good news that Christ lived a perfect life, 
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died on the cross, and rose from the dead to satisfy God's wrathful 

judgment on the world. Because of Jesus' payment in full for OUR debt, it 

is now possible for anyone to receive salvation through a living faith in 

Christ.  

The Four Canonical Gospels of the Bible  

and the Apocryphal Writings 

According to the Gospel of Luke there were many gospels written. Luke 1:1-4 

states, "Inasmuch as many have undertaken to put together an account of the 

events that have been fulfilled among us, just as those who were from the 

beginning eyewitnesses and servants of the word handed down to us, it seemed 

to me too, after researching everything for a long time, that I should write 

accurately and orderly for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you would 

realize the certainty of the matters about which you have been instructed." 

What is really the Gospel?  

The word "Gospel" means "good news" in Greek. The gospel is best explained 

in I Corinthians 15:3-4 "For what I received I passed on to you as of first 

importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that he was 

buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the scriptures" (NIV).  

What are the Apocryphal Gospels  

There were a number of gospels written in the second century AD. or later 

called the Apocryphal Gospels. There are 22, of which 10 are written in Greek 

and 12 in Latin. These can be divided into three categories: those relating to the 

history of Mary and Joseph, the infancy of Christ, and the history of Pilate. Most 

of these are based on the Protevangelium of James, the Gospel of Thomas, and 

the Acts of Pilate. Collection of Apocryphal Gospels. See also The Complete 

Gospels ed. by Miller/Funk published by Harper Collins, 1992.  

Gospel of Thomas  

Some may refer to the Gospel of Thomas as the fifth gospel. This is a Gnostic 

writing, though some scholars may see some of the sayings of Jesus in this 

gospel as genuine. There are 114 sayings of Jesus in the Gospel of Thomas.  
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Thomas 

"Thomas," of course, is not a proper name. Much the same way "Peter" was a 

nickname, "Thomas" is simply Aramaic for "twin." The Greek of John clarifies 

Thomas is also called "Didymus" (Didumoj,)) the name which appears in the 

incipit. Unfortunately, "Didymus" is Greek for "twin", so we have 'twin called 

the twin.' The incipit further clarifies that his real name was Judas, which is 

echoed by the Book of Thomas (NHC II,7) and the Acts of Thomas. Most 

importantly, Eusebius, in his commentary on the twelve apostles, also sites his 

true name as Judas" Some scholars think Thomas is James the brother of Jesus.  

Discovery 

Twelve books were discovered in 1945 by 2 peasant brothers near Nag 

Hammadi, Egypt. These books are called the Nag Hammadi Library. The books 

were hidden in a sealed jar. They were taken to Priestôs home for safety because 

of blood vengeance. Department of Antiquities took the books. They are now 

preserved in the Coptic Museum in Cairo, Egypt.  

Coptic Language 

The Gospel of Thomas is written in Coptic. Coptic is late Egyptian language 

written in Greek letters. Early Christianity in Egypt wrote in Coptic. There are 

still Coptic Churches in Egypt that use Coptic today.  

Originally written in Greek  

The Coptic Gospel of Thomas was translated from the Greek. Fragments of this 

gospel in the original Greek version were found in the Oxyrhynchus, Egypt at 

the beginning of the 20th century. Biblical texts were also found. Oxyrhynchus 

Papyri 1, 654 and 655, were identified as parts of The Gospel of Thomas only 

after the discovery of the Nag Hammadi Library. Greek papyri 1 contains 

sayings 26-30, 77, 31-33 in this order, and the other two the sayings 1-7 and 36-

40, respectively.  

Gnosticism 

Gnosticism is primarily a religion of salvation that came through secret 

knowledge. The Greek word for ñknowledgeò is "Gnosis." The Gospel of 

Thomas is a Gnostic writing. The opening words are "These are the secret words 

which the Living Jesus spoke and Didymos Judas Thomas wrote" (p.3, 

Guillaumont, et al, 1959, Leiden: Brill).  
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The Colossian Heresy 

Paul in the book of Colossians warned about heresy that may be the early roots 

of gnosticism. Paul warns about: secret knowledge (2:18; 2:2-3), asceticism 

(2:21) angel worship (2:18), Low view of Christ (1:15-20), and reliance on 

human wisdom and tradition (2:4,8), see NIV study notes.  

I John warning Heresy 

I John also warns of early gnosticism which was a major threat to Christianity in 

the first two centuries. Gnostics believed matter was evil. The spirit was good. 

Salvation was escape from our evil body through secret knowledge. Christ was 

not truly human. He just seemed to have a body (Docetism). There were 

extremes of asceticism and licentiousness.  

Early Church Fathers 

Origin in about 233 AD mentions the Gospel of Thomas on a list of heretical 

gospels in his homily on Luke. Eusebius sites the Gospel of Thomas among 

apocrypha "...which have been adduced under apostolic names by the heretics." 

Philip of Side round 430 AD, referring to Eusebius, states, "...most of the elders 

had completely rejected the so-called Gospel of Thomas ....saying that these 

were the work of heretics."  

Conclusions 

1. "The author of Gospel of Thomas shows a decided dependence on the 

canonical Gospels, demonstrating a later date for its composition than the 

Gospels. 

2. In the Gospel of Thomas we see a tendency of the redactor to deliberately 

make clear traditions into 'hidden' or 'secret' sayings--in keeping with his 

theology stated at the beginning of his work." 

3. "The distinctives of the Coptic version parallels alterations of the Gospel 

tradition found in later 2nd- through 4th-century documents, including 

Coptic translations of the Gospels." [JUF:24] 

4. "Other distinctives parallel the development of the Diatessaron in the late 

2nd century" [JUF:24]  

5. "The freedom of citation and interpretation fits the 2nd-century tendency 

to produce the Christian equivalent to Jewish targum and midrashim" 

(MJ:1.131) Quotes from Glenn Miller.  
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Gospels found among the Dead Sea Scrolls?  

The gospels are not found among the Dead Sea Scrolls. Grant Jeffrey claims that 

the New Testament is quoted in the Dead Sea Scrolls. He claims there is a 

fragment of Mark 6:52-53 and several other New Testament verses. He refers to 

an article in Bible Review (December 1995), but this article is refuting his view. 

The best scholars who have analyzed the texts do not see any New Testament 

quotes in the Dead Sea Scrolls.  

Jeffrey claims that Jesus is mentioned in the scrolls. This is not true. There are 

prophecies about the messiah in the Dead Sea Scrolls, but no specific mention of 

Jesus. Most date before Christ was born. The "Pierced Messiah" text, 4Q285 is 

highly questionable (See BAR 18:4, 80-82). 4Q246 is a Messianic pseudo-

Daniel fragment in Aramaic that mentions "son of God" who is extremely war-

like (Eisenman & Wise 1992, 68-69). This is hardly a description of Jesus and 

his ministry.  

The Lost Gospel-Ox840? 

A fragment of a parchment leaf was discovered in Oxyrhynchos, Egypt in 1905. 

Some scholars claimed this fragment, Ox840 was part of a lost gospel. The 

fragment dates to the 4th-5th century, but the text is probably from the 2nd 

century. The fragment tells of a moral dispute between Jesus and the Jewish 

High Priest. 

This fragment does not seem to be a real gospel of Jesus from the 1st century, 

but a Christian polemic against the Pharisees of the 2nd century. Here are the 

key problems with this fragment being a real gospel: 

1. In Ox840 the High Priest is a Pharisee, named Levi. In Jesus' time most 

priests were Sadducees.  

2. No High Priest is named Levi in Jesus' time. 

3. No source ever mentions a "pool of David."  

4. White clothes are put on after purification which is not found in Jewish 

Literature. 

5. There is the presence of pigs. 

6. There is a surprising contemplation of holy vessels. 

7. A rare word, "place of purification," is used. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed concludes that the writer seems to be ignorant of the real 

conditions in Jerusalem at the time of Christ (JBL 119/4 p.708). Some think 

Ox840 is a fragment of the Gospel of the Hebrews, or the Gospel of the 

Egyptians, or the Gospel of the Nazarenes.  
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Synoptic Gospels and "Q"  

The synoptic gospels are Matthew, Mark, and Luke. These gospels are very 

similar in content. Therefore, scholars hypothesize the "Q" document as the 

source of the synoptic gospels. "Q" comes from the German word quelle 

meaning "source" designating the stories common to the Gospels of Matthew 

and Luke, but not found in Mark. Some see Mark as the source of Matthew and 

Luke while others see the Gospel of Matthew as originally written in Aramaic 

and the source of the other gospels.  

At first it was thought that the Gospel of Thomas actually was the Q document, 

though the general consensus remains that it is not. The scholars think that Q is a 

written source, whereas Thomas is believed to be derived directly from oral 

tradition.  

Early Church Fathers 

Augustine states, "So these four evangelistséare regarded to have written in 

this order: first Matthew, then Mark, third Luke, and last John."  

Jerome writes, "Matthew who is also Levi, ex-publican apostle, composed the 

Gospel of Christ in Hebrew letters and words first in Judea, on account of those 

from the circumcision believed; who later translated it in Greek, is not quite 

certain. Further, the Hebrew itself is still kept today in the Caesarean library" 

(De Viris Illustribus 3).  

It seems that Matthew was originally written in Aramaic then translated into 

Greek. Both Mark and Luke used Matthew. The similarities and differences are 

a result of the differences in translation of the Aramaic Matthew by Mark and 

Luke.  

Harmony  and comparison of the Four Gospels 

Harmony of the Gospels of Jesus in the Bible - shows the Comparisons of the 

Four Gospels of Jesus Christ in the Bible. 

All Four Gospels in the Bible that tell the story of Jesus Christ -- Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and John -- stand alone, emphasizing a unique aspect of Jesus' life. 

But when these are blended into one complete account, or Harmonized, we gain 

new insights about the life of Christ. This Harmony combines the Four Gospels 

into a single chronological account of Christ's life on earth. It includes every 

Chapter and Verse of each Gospel, leaving nothing out. The Harmony is divided 

into 250 events. 
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Comparison of the Four Gospels 

Jesus Is: 
MATTHEW  

Promised 

King 

MARK  

Servant 

of God 

LUKE  

Son of 

Man 

JOHN 

Son of 

God 

ORIGINAL READERS: Jews 
Gentiles, 

Romans 
Greeks 

Christians 

throughout 

the world 

SIGNIFICANT THEMES:  

Jesus is the 

Messiah 

because He 

fulfilled Old 

Testament 

prophecy 

Jesus 

backed up 

His words 

with 

action 

Jesus was 

God but 

also fully 

human 

Belief in 

Jesus is 

required 

for 

Salvation 

WRITERS STYLE: Teacher Storyteller Historian Theologian 

GREATEST EMPASSIS:  

Jesus' 

Sermons & 

Words 

Jesus' 

Miracles 

& Actions 

Jesus' 

Humanity 

The 

Principles 

of Jesus' 

Teaching 

  

  
BIRTH -PREPARATIONð 

JESUS 
MATTHEW  MARK  LUKE  JOHN 

1 Luke's purpose in writing     Lk 1:1-4   

2 God became a human being       
John 

1:1-18 

3 The ancestors of Jesus 
Matt 1:17 

  
  

Lk 3:23-

38 

  

4 
An Angel promises the birth of 

John to Zechariah 
    

Lk 1:5-

25 

  

5 
An Angel promises the birth of 

Jesus to Mary 
    

Lk 1:26-

38 

  

6 Mary visits Elizabeth     
Lk 1:39-

56 

  

7 John the Baptist is born     
Lk 1:57-

80 

  

8 An angel appears to Joseph Matt 1:18-25       

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk%201.1-4
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.1-18
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.1-18
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%201.17
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk%203.23-38
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk%203.23-38
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk%201.5-25
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk%201.5-25
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk%201.26-38
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk%201.26-38
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk%201.39-56
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk%201.39-56
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk%201.57-80
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Lk%201.57-80
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%201.18-25
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9 Jesus is born in Bethlehem     
Luke 

2:1-7 

  

10 Shepherds visit Jesus     
Luke 

2:8-20 

  

11 
Mary & Joseph bring Jesus to 

the temple 
    

Lk 2:21-

40 

  

12 
Visitors arrive from eastern 

lands 
Matt 2:1-12       

13 The escape to Egypt Matt 2:13-18       

14 The return to Nazareth Matt 2:19-23       

15 
Jesus speaks with the religious 

teachers 
    

Lk 2:41-

52 

  

16 
John the Baptist prepares the 

way for Jesus 
Matt 3:1-12 

Mark 

1:1-8 

Lk 3:1-

18 

  

17 John baptizes Jesus Matt 3:13-17 

Mark 

1:9-11 

Lk 3:21-

22 

  

18 
Satan tempts Jesus in the 

desert 
Matt 4:1-11 

Mark 

1:12-13 

Lk 4:1-

13 

  

19 
John the Baptist declares his 

mission 
      

Jn 1:19-

28 

20 
John the Baptist proclaims 

Jesus as the Messiah 
      

Jn 1:29-

34 

21 The first disciples follow Jesus       
Jn 1:35-

51 

22 Jesus turns water into wine       
John 

2:1-12 

          
 

  
MESSAGE & MINISTRYð 

JESUS  
MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN 

            

23 Jesus clears the temple       
Jn 2:13-

25 

24 
Nicodemus visits Jesus at 

night 
      

John 

3:1-21 

25 
John the Baptist tells more 

about Jesus 
      

Jn 3:22-

36 
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26 Herod puts John in prison     
Lk 3:19-

20 

  

27 
Jesus talks to a woman at the 

well 
      

John 

4:1-26 

28 
Jesus tells about the spiritual 

harvest 
      

Jn 4:27-

38 

29 
Many Samaritans believe in 

Jesus 
      

Jn 4:39-

42 

30 Jesus preaches in Galilee Matt 4:12-17 

Mark 

1:14-15 

Lk 4:14-

15 

Jn 4:43-

45 

31 
Jesus heals a Government 

official's son 
      

Jn 4:46-

54 

32 Jesus is rejected at Nazareth     
Lk 4:16-

30 

  

33 Four fishermen follow Jesus Matt 4:18-22 

Mark 

1:16-20 

    

34 
Jesus teaches with great 

Authority 
  

Mark 

1:21-28 

Lk 4:31-

37 

  

35 
Jesus heals Peter's mother-in-

law & many others 
Matt 8:14-17 

Mark 

1:29-34 

Lk 4:38-

41 

  

36 
Jesus Preaches throughout 

Galilee 
Matt 4:23-25 

Mark 

1:35-39 

Lk 4:42-

44 

  

37 
Jesus provides a Miraculous 

catch of fish 
    

Luke 

5:1-11 

  

38 
Jesus heals a man with 

Leprosy 
Matt 8:1-4 

Mark 

1:40-45 

Lk 5:12-

16 

  

39 Jesus heals a paralyzed man Matt 9:1-8 

Mark 

2:1-12 

Lk 5:17-

26 

  

40 
Jesus eats with Sinners at 

Matthew's house 
Matt 9:9-13 

Mark 

2:13-17 

Lk 5:27-

32 

  

41 
Religious leaders ask Jesus 

about fasting 
Matt 9:14-17 

Mark 

2:18-22 

Lk 5:33-

39 

  

42 
Jesus heals a lame man by the 

pool 
      

John 

5:1-15 

43 Jesus claims to be God's Son       
Jn 5:16-

30 
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44 Jesus supports his Claim       
Jn 5:31-

47 

45 
Disciples pick wheat on 

Sabbath 
Matt 12:1-8 

Mark 

2:23-28 

Luke 

6:1-5 

  

46 
Jesus heals a man's hand on 

the Sabbath 
Matt 12:9-14 

Mark 

3:1-6 

Luke 

6:6-11 

  

47 Large crowds follow Jesus Mt 12:15-21 

Mark 

3:7-12 

    

48 
Jesus selects the twelve 

disciples 
  

Mark 

3:13-19 

Lke 

6:12-16 

  

49 Jesus gives the Beatitudes Matt 5:1-12   
Lk 6:17-

26 

  

50 
Jesus teaches about Salt & 

Light 
Matt 5:13-16       

51 Jesus teaches about the Law Matt 5:17-20       

52 Jesus teaches about Anger Matt 5:21-26       

53 Jesus teaches about Lust Matt 5:27-30       

54 Jesus teaches about Divorce Matt 5:31,32       

55 Jesus teaches about Vows Matt 5:33-37       

56 Jesus teaches about retaliation Matt 5:38-42       

57 
Jesus teaches about Loving 

Enemies 
Matt 5:43-48   

Lk 6:27-

36 

  

58 
Jesus teaches about giving to 

the Needy 
Matt 6:1-4       

59 Jesus teaches about Prayer Matt 6:5-15       

60 Jesus teaches about Fasting Matt 6:16-18       

61 Jesus teaches about Money Matt 6:19-24       

62 Jesus teaches about Worry Matt 6:25-34       

63 
Jesus teaches about Criticizing 

Others 
Matt 7:1-6   

Lk 6:37-

42 

  

64 
Jesus teaches about Asking, 

Seeking, Knocking 
Matt 7:7-12       

65 
Jesus teaches about the way to 

Heaven 
Matt 7:13-14       

66 Jesus teaches about Fruit in Matt 7:15-20   Lk 6:43-   
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people's lives 45 

67 
Jesus teaches about building 

house on Rock vs Sand 
Matt 7:21-29   

Lk 6:46-

49 

  

68 
A Roman centurion 

demonstrates faith 
Matt 8:5-13   

Lk 7:1-

10 

  

69 
Jesus raises a widow's son 

from the dead 
    

Lk 7:11-

17 

  

70 Jesus eases John's doubt Matt 11:1-19   
Lk 7:18-

35 

  

71 Jesus promises rest for the soul 
Matt 11:20-

30 

      

72 
A sinful woman anoints Jesus' 

feet 
    

Lk 7:36-

50 

  

73 
Women accompany Jesus and 

the disciples 
    

Luke 

8:1-3 

  

74 
Pharisees say Jesus is under 

Satan's power 

Matt 12:22-

37 

Mark 

3:20-30 

    

75 
Religious leaders ask Jesus for 

a miracle 

Matt 12:38-

45 

      

76 Jesus describes his true family 
Matt 12:46-

50 

Mark 

3:31-35 

Lk 8:19-

21 

  

77 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

four soils 
Matt 13:1-9 

Mark 

4:1-9 

Luke 

8:4-8 

  

78 
Jesus explains the Parable of 

the Four Soils 

Matt 13:10-

23 

Mark 

4:10-25 

Luke 

8:9-18 

  

79 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

growing Seed 
  

Mark 

4:26-29 

    

80 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

Weeds 

Matt 13:24-

30 

      

81 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

Mustard Seed 

Matt 13:31-

32 

Mark 

4:30-34 

    

82 
Jesus tells the Parable of the 

yeast 

Matt 13:33-

35 

      

83 
Jesus explains the Parable of 

the weeds 

Matt 13:36-

43 

      

84 Jesus tells the Parable of Matt 13:44       
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hidden treasure 

85 
Jesus tells the Parable of the 

pearl merchant 

Matt 13:45-

46 

      

86 
Jesus tells the Parable of the 

fishing net 
Mt 13:47-52       

87 Jesus calms the Storm Matt 8:23-27 

Mark 

4:35-41 

Lk 8:22-

25 

  

88 
Jesus sends the Demons into a 

herd of Pigs 
Matt 8:28-34 

Mark 

5:1-20 

Lk 8:26-

39 

  

89 
Jesus heals a bleeding lady & 

raises girl from dead 
Matt 9:18-26 

Mark 

5:21-43 

Lk 8:40-

56 

  

90 Jesus heals the Blind and Mute Matt 9:27-34       

91 
The people of Nazareth refuse 

to believe 
Mt 13:53-58 

Mark 

6:1-6 

    

92 
Jesus urges the disciples to 

Pray for workers 
Matt 9:35-38       

93 
Jesus sends out the 12 

Disciples 
Matt 10:1-15 

Mark 

6:7-13 

Luke 

9:1-6 

  

94 
Jesus prepares the Disciples 

for persecution 
Mt 10:16-42       

95 Herod kills John the Baptist Matt 14:1-12 

Mark 

6:14-29 

Luke 

9:7-9 

  

96 Jesus feeds Five Thousand Mt 14:13-21 

Mark 

6:30-44 

Lk 9:10-

17 

John 

6:1-15 

97 Jesus walks on Water Mt 14:22-33 

Mark 

6:45-52 

  
Jn 6:16-

21 

98 Jesus heals all who touch him Mt 14:34-36 

Mark 

6:53-56 

    

99 
Jesus is the true Bread from 

Heaven 
      

Jn 6:22-

40 

100 
The Jews disagree that Jesus is 

from heaven 
      

Jn 6:41-

59 

101 Many disciples desert Jesus       
Jn 6:60-

71 

102 
Jesus teaches about inner 

purity 
Matt 15:1-20 

Mark 

7:1-23 
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103 
Jesus sends a demon out of a 

girl 
Mt 15:21-28 

Mark 

7:24-30 

    

104 
The crowd marvels at Jesus' 

healings 
Mt 15:29-31 

Mark 

7:31-37 

    

105 Jesus feeds four thousand Mt 15:32-39 

Mark 

8:1-9 

    

106 
Religious leaders ask for a 

sign in the sky 
Matt 16:1-4 

Mark 

8:10-12 

    

107 
Jesus warns against wrong 

teaching 
Matt 16:5-12 

Mark 

8:13-21 

    

108 
Jesus restores sight to a blind 

man 
  

Mark 

8:22-26 

    

109 Peter says Jesus is the Messiah 
Matt 16:13-

20 

Mark 

8:27-30 

Lk 9:18-

20 

  

110 
Jesus predicts his death the 

first time 

Matt 16:21-

28 

Mk 8:31-

9:1 

Lk 9:21-

27 

  

111 
Jesus is transfigured on the 

mountain 
Matt 17:1-13 

Mark 

9:2-13 

Lk 9:28-

36 

  

112 
Jesus heals a demon-possessed 

boy 
Mt 17:14-21 

Mark 

9:14-29 

Lk 9:37-

43 

  

113 
Jesus predicts his death the 

second time 
Mt 17:22-23 

Mark 

9:30-32 

Lk 9:44-

45 

  

114 
Peter finds the coin in the 

fish's mouth 
Mt 17:24-27       

115 
The disciples argue about who 

would be Greatest 
Mt 18:1-6 

Mark 

9:33-37 

Lk 9:46-

48 

  

116 
The disciples forbid another to 

use Jesus' name 
  

Mark 

9:38-42 

Lk 9:49-

50 

  

117 Jesus warns against temptation Mt 18:7-9 

Mark 

9:43-50 

    

118 
Jesus warns against looking 

down on others 
Mt 18:10-14       

119 
Jesus teaches how to treat a 

believer who sins 
Mt 18:15-20       

120 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

unforgiving debtor 
Mt 18:21-35       
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121 Jesus' brothers ridicule him       
John 

7:1-9 

122 
Jesus teaches about the cost of 

following him 
Matt 8:18-22   

Lk 9:51-

62 

  

123 
Jesus teaches openly at the 

temple 
      

Jn 7:10-

31 

124 
Religious leaders attempt to 

arrest Jesus 
      

Jn 7:32-

53 

125 
Jesus forgives an adulterous 

woman 
      

John 

8:1-11 

126 Jesus is the light of the world       
Jn 8:12-

20 

127 
Jesus warns of coming 

Judgment 
      

Jn 8:21-

29 

128 
Jesus speaks about God's true 

children 
      

Jn 8:30-

47 

129 Jesus states he is eternal       
Jn 8:48-

59 

130 
Jesus sends out seventy-two 

messengers 
    

Lk 10:1-

16 

  

131 
The seventy-two messengers 

return 
    

Lk 

10:17-

24 

  

132 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

Good Samaritan 
    

Lk 

10:25-

37 

  

133 Jesus visits Mary and Martha     

Lk 

10:38-

42 

  

134 
Jesus teaches his disciples 

about prayer 
    

Lk 11:1-

13 

  

135 
Jesus answers hostile 

accusations 
    

Lk 

11:14-

28 

  

136 Jesus warns against unbelief     

Lk 

11:29-

32 
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137 
Jesus teaches about the light 

within 
    

Lk 

11:33-

36 

  

138 
Jesus criticizes the religious 

leaders 
    

Lk 

11:37-

54 

  

139 Jesus speaks against hypocrisy     
Lk 12:1-

12 

  

140 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

rich fool 
    

Lk 

12:13-

21 

  

141 Jesus warns about worry     

Lk 

12:22-

34 

  

142 
Jesus warns about preparing 

for his coming 
    

Lk 

12:35-

48 

  

143 
Jesus warns about coming 

division 
    

Lk 

12:49-

53 

  

144 
Jesus warns about the future 

crisis 
    

Lk 

12:54-

59 

  

145 Jesus calls the people to repent     
Lk 13:1-

9 

  

146 
Jesus heals the crippled 

woman 
    

Lk 

13:10-

17 

  

147 
Jesus teaches about the 

kingdom of God 
    

Lk 

13:18-

21 

  

148 
Jesus heals the man who was 

born blind 
      

John 

9:1-12 

149 
Religious leaders question the 

blind man 
      

Jn 9:13-

34 

150 
Jesus teaches about spiritual 

blindness 
      

Jn 9:35-

41 
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151 Jesus is the Good Shepherd       
Jn 10:1-

21 

152 
Religious leaders surround 

Jesus at the temple 
      

Jn 

10:22-

42 

153 
Jesus teaches about entering 

the kingdom 
    

Lk 

13:22-

30 

  

154 Jesus grieves over Jerusalem     

Lk 

13:31-

35 

  

155 Jesus heals a man with dropsy     
Lk 14:1-

6 

  

156 
Jesus teaches about seeking 

honour 
    

Lk 14:7-

14 

  

157 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

great feast 
    

Lk 

14:15-

24 

  

158 
Jesus teaches about the cost of 

being a disciple 
    

Lk 

14:25-

35 

  

159 Jesus parable of the lost sheep     
Lk 15:1-

7 

  

160 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

lost coin 
    

Lk 15:8-

10 

  

161 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

lost son 
    

Lk 

15:11-

32 

  

162 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

shrewd manager 
    

Lk 16:1-

18 

  

163 
Jesus tells about the rich man 

and the beggar 
    

Lk 

16:19-

31 

  

164 
Jesus talks on Forgiveness & 

Faith 
    

Lk 17:1-

10 

  

165 Lazarus becomes ill and dies       
John 

11:1-16 
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166 
Jesus comforts Mary and 

Martha 
      

Jn 

11:17-

36 

167 
Jesus raises Lazarus from the 

dead 
      

Jn 

11:37-

44 

168 
Religious leaders plot to kill 

Jesus 
      

Jn 

11:45-

57 

169 
Jesus heals ten men with 

leprosy 
    

Lk 

17:11-

19 

  

170 
Jesus teaches about the coming 

Kingdom of God 
    

Lk 

17:20-

37 

  

171 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

persistent widow 
    

Lk 18:1-

8 

  

172 
Jesus tells the parable of two 

men who prayed 
    

Lk 18:9-

14 

  

173 
Jesus teaches about marriage 

and divorce 
Matt 19:1-12 

Mk 10:1-

12 

    

174 Jesus blesses little children Mt 19:13-15 

Mk 

10:13-16 

Lk 

18:15-

17 

  

175 
Jesus speaks to the Rich 

Young Man 
Mt 19:16-30 

Mk 

10:17-31 

Lk 

18:18-

30 

  

176 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

workers paid equally 
Matt 20:1-16       

177 
Jesus predicts his death the 

third time 
Mt 20:17-19 

Mk 

10:32-34 

Lk 

18:31-

34 

  

178 
Jesus teaches about serving 

others 
Mt 20:20-28 

Mk 

10:35-45 

    

179 Jesus heals a blind beggar Mt 20:29-34 

Mk 

10:46-52 

Lk 

18:35-

43 
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180 
Jesus brings salvation to 

Zacchaeus 
    

Lk 19:1-

10 

  

181 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

king's ten servants 
    

Lk 

19:11-

27 

  

182 
A woman anoints Jesus with 

perfume 
Matt 26:6-13 

Mark 

14:3-9 

  
Jn 12:1-

11 

183 
Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a 

donkey 
Matt 21:1-11 

Mark 

11:1-11 

Lk 

19:28-

44 

Jn 

12:12-

19 

184 Jesus clears the temple again Mt 21:12-17 

Mk 

11:12-19 

Lk 

19:45-

48 

  

185 
Jesus explains why he must 

die 
      

Jn 

12:20-

36 

186 
Most of the people do not 

believe in Jesus 
      

Jn 

12:37-

43 

187 Jesus summarizes his message       

Jn 

12:44-

50 

188 
Jesus says the disciples can 

pray for anything 
Mt 21:18-22 

Mk 

11:20-25 

    

189 
Religious leaders challenge 

Jesus' authority 
Mt 21:23-27 

Mk 

11:26-33 

Lk 20:1-

8 

  

190 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

two sons 
Mt 21:28-32       

191 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

wicked tenants 
Mt 21:33-46 

Mark 

12:1-12 

Lk 20:9-

19 

  

192 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

wedding feast 
Mt 22:1-14       

193 
Pharisees quest. question Jesus 

Re: Paying Taxes 
Mt 22:15-22 

Mk 

12:13-17 

Lk 

20:20-

26 

  

194 
Pharisees quest. question Jesus 

Re: Resurrection 
Mt 22:23-33 

Mk 

12:18-27 

Lk 

20:27-
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40 

195 
Pharisees quest. Jesus Re: 

Greatest Command  
Mt 22:34-40 

Mk 

12:28-34 

    

196 
Religious leaders cannot 

answer Jesus' Question 
Mt 22:41-46 

Mk 

12:35-37 

Lk 

20:41-

44 

  

197 
Jesus warns against the 

Religious Leaders 
Matt 23:1-12 

Mk 

12:38-40 

Lk 

20:45-

47 

  

198 
Jesus condemns the religious 

leaders 
Mt 23:13-36       

199 
Jesus grieves over Jerusalem 

again 
Mt 23:37-39       

200 
A poor widow gives all she 

has 
  

Mk 

12:41-44 

Lk 21:1-

4 

  

201 Jesus tells about the future Mt 24:1-22 

Mark 

13:1-20 

Lk 21:5-

24 

  

202 Jesus tells about his return Mt 24:23-35 

Mk 

13:21-31 

Lk 

21:25-

33 

  

203 
Jesus tells about remaining 

watchful 
Mt 24:36-51 

Mk 

13:32-37 

Lk 

21:34-

38 

  

204 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

ten bridesmaids 
Mt 25:1-13       

205 
Jesus tells the parable of the 

loaned money 
Mt 25:14-30       

206 
Jesus tells about final 

Judgment 
Mt 25:31-46       

          
 

            

  
DEATH & RESURRECTION 

JESUS 
MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN 

            

207 
Religious leaders plot to kill 

Jesus 
Matt 26:1-5 

Mark 

14:1-2 

Luke 

22:1-2 
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208 Judas agrees to betray Jesus Mt 26:14-16 

Mk 

14:10-11 

Luke 

22:3-6 

  

209 
Disciples prepare for the 

Passover 
Mt 26:17-19 

Mk 

14:12-16 

Lk 22:7-

13 

  

210 Jesus washes the disciples' feet       
Jn 13:1-

20 

211 
Jesus and the disciples have 

the Last Supper 

Matt 26:20-

29 

Mk 

14:17-25 

Lk 

22:14-

30 

Jn 

13:21-

30 

212 Jesus predicts Peter's denial     

Lk 

22:31-

38 

Jn 

13:31-

38 

213 Jesus is the way to the Father       
Jn 14:1-

14 

214 Jesus promises the Holy Spirit       

Jn 

14:15-

31 

215 
Jesus teaches about the vine 

and the branches 
      

Jn 15:1-

16 

216 
Jesus warns about the world's 

hatred 
      

John 

15:17 

John 

16:4 

217 
Jesus teaches about the Holy 

Spirit 
      

Jn 16:5-

16 

218 
Jesus teaches about using His 

name in prayer 
      

Jn 

16:17-

33 

219 Jesus prays for Himself       
John 

17:1-5 

220 Jesus prays for His Disciples       
Jn 17:6-

19 

221 Jesus prays for future believers       

Jn 

17:20-

26 

222 
Jesus again predicts Peter's 

denial 
Mt 26:30-35 

Mk 

14:26-31 
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223 Jesus agonizes in the garden Mt 26:36-46 

Mk 

14:32-42 

Lk 

22:39-

46 

  

224 Jesus is betrayed and arrested Mt 26:47-56 

Mk 

14:43-52 

Lk 

22:47-

53 

Jn 18:1-

11 

225 Annas questions Jesus       

Jn 

18:12-

24 

226 Caiaphas questions Jesus Mt 26:57-68 

Mk 

14:53-65 

    

227 Peter denies knowing Jesus Mt 26:69-75 

Mk 

14:66-72 

Lk 

22:54-

65 

Jn 

18:25-

27 

228 
The council of religious 

leaders condemns Jesus 
Mt 27:1-2 

Mark 

15:1 

Lk 

22:66-

71 

  

229 Judas kills himself Matt 27:3-10       

230 Jesus stands trial before Pilate Mt 27:11-14 

Mark 

15:2-5 

Lk 23:1-

5 

Jn 

18:28-

38 

231 Jesus stands trial before Herod     
Lk 23:6-

12 

  

232 
Pilate hands Jesus over to be 

crucified 
Matt 27:15-2 

Mk 15:6-

15 

Lk 

23:13-

25 

Jn 18:39 

Jn 19:16 

233 Roman soldiers mock Jesus Mt 27:27-31 

Mk 

15:16-20 

    

234 
Jesus is led away to be 

crucified 
Mt 27:32-34 

Mk 

15:21-24 

Lk 

23:26-

31 

John 

19:17 

235 Jesus is placed on the cross Mt 27:35-44 

Mk 

15:25-32 

Lk 

23:32-

43 

Jn 

19:18-

27 

236 Jesus dies on the cross Mt 27:45-56 

Mk 

15:33-41 

Lk 

23:44-

49 

Jn 

19:28-

37 
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237 Jesus is laid in the tomb Mt 27:57-61 

Mk 

15:42-47 

Lk 

23:50-

56 

Jn 

19:38-

42 

238 Guards are posted at the tomb Mt 27:62-66       

239 Jesus rises from the dead Matt 28:1-7 

Mk 16:1-

8 

Lk 24:1-

12 

John 

20:1-9 

240 
Jesus appears to Mary 

Magdalene 
  

Mk 16:9-

11 

  

Jn 

20:10-

18 

241 Jesus appears to the women Matt 28:8-10       

242 
Religious leaders bribe the 

guards 
Mt 28:11-15       

243 
Jesus appears to 2 Believers 

traveling on Road 
  

Mk 

16:12-13 

Lk 

24:13-

35 

  

244 
Jesus appears to the disciples 

behind locked doors 
    

Lk 

24:36-

43 

Jn 

20:19-

23 

245 
Jesus appears to the disciples 

including Thomas 
  Mk 16:14   

Jn 

20:24-

31 

246 
Jesus appears to the disciples 

while fishing 
      

Jn 21:1-

14 

247 Jesus talks with Peter       

Jn 

21:15-

25 

248 
Jesus gives the Great 

Commission 
Mt 28:16-20 

Mk 

16:15-18 

    

249 
Jesus appears to the disciples 

in Jerusalem 
    

Lk 

24:44-

49 

  

250 Jesus ascends into heaven   
Mk 

16:19-20 

Lk 

24:50-

53 
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The Synoptic Gospels 

A careful comparison of the four Gospels reveals that Matthew, Mark and Luke 

are noticeably similar, while John is quite different. The first three Gospels 

agree extensively in language, in the material they include, and in the order in 

which events and sayings from the life of Christ are recorded. (Chronological 

order does not appear to have been rigidly followed in any of the Gospels, 

however.) Because of this agreement, these three books are called the Synoptic 

Gospels (syn, ñtogether withò; optic, ñseeingò; thus ñseeing togetherò). For an 

example of agreement in content see Mt 9:2ï8; Mk 2:3ï12; Lk 5:18ï26. An 

instance of verbatim agreement is found in Mt 10:22a; Mk 13:13a; Lk 21:17. A 

mathematical comparison shows that 91 percent of Markôs gospel is contained 

in Matthew, while 53 percent of Mark is found in Luke. Such agreement raises 

questions as to the origin of the Synoptic Gospels. Did the authors rely on a 

common source? Were they interdependent? Questions such as these constitute 

what is known as the Synoptic Problem. Several suggested solutions have been 

advanced: 

1.  

1. The use of oral tradition. Some have thought that oral tradition had 

become so stereotyped that it provided a common source from 

which all the Synoptic writers drew. 

2. The use of an early Gospel. Some have postulated that the Synoptic 

authors all had access to an earlier Gospel, now lost. 

3. The use of written fragments. Some have assumed that written 

fragments had been composed concerning various events from the 

life of Christ and that these were used by the Synoptic authors. 

4. Mutual dependence. Some have suggested that the Synoptic writers 

drew from each other with the result that what they wrote was often 

very similar. 

5. The use of two major sources. The most common view currently is 

that the Gospel of Mark and a hypothetical document, called Quelle 

(German for ñsourceò) or Q, were used by Matthew and Luke as 

sources for most of the materials included in their Gospels. 

6. The priority and use of Matthew. Another view suggests that the 

other two Synoptics drew from Matthew as their main source. 

7. The priority and use of Luke. A similar view suggests that the other 

two Synoptics drew from Luke as their main source. 

8. A combination of the above. This theory assumes that the authors of 

the Synoptic Gospels made use of oral tradition, written fragments, 

mutual dependence on other Synoptic writers or on their Gospels, 

and the testimony of eyewitnesses. 
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9. Complete independence. Some hold that the Synoptic writers 

worked independently of each other. According to this view, the 

similarðsometimes even verbatimðchoice and order of words and 

events are best explained by the infallible guidance of the Holy 

Spirit on the authors. 

Prophecies in the Gospels 
 

Amazingly, the complete story of Jesusô life, even in minutest detail, was 

foretold in the Old Testament, centuries before the events actually happened.  It 

is impossible that 40 different men, from different nations, who spoke different 

languages, and lived during different times, could all contribute to one Book that 

perfectly harmonizes in meaning and fulfilled prophecy.  It is solid proof of the 

Divine origin of the Bible as Godôs Word.  Hundreds of modern archeological 

discoveries have evidenced these facts, thus testifying further to the authenticity 

of the Bible. 

  

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES OF CHRIST QUOTED IN THE 

GOSPELS: 
  

1. Christ was to be of king Davidôs Family 

(Matthew 22:44; Mark 12:36; Luke 1:69,70; 20:42-44; John 7:42; 

2
nd

 Samuel 7:12-16; Psalm 89:3-4; 110:1; 132:11; Isaiah 9:6,7; 

11:1). 

2. Christ was to be Born of a Virgin  

(Matthew 1:23; Isaiah 7:14). 

3. Christ was to be Born in Bethlehem 

(Matthew 2:6; John 7:42; Micah 5:2). 

4. Christ would Sojourn in Egypt (Matthew 

2:15; Hosea 11:1). 

5. Christ would Live in Galilee (Matthew 

4:15; Isaiah 9:1,2) 

6. Christ would Live at Nazareth (Matthew 

2:23; Isaiah 11:1). 

7. Christôs Coming would be Announced by 

an Elijah-like Herald (Matthew 3:3; 11:10-14; Mark 1:2-3; Luke 

3:4-6; 7:27; John 1:23; Isaiah 40:3-5; Malachi 3:1; 4:5). 

8. Christôs Coming would occasion the 

Massacre of Bethlehemôs Children (Matthew 2:18; Genesis 

35:19-20; 48:7; Jeremiah 31:15). 

9. Christ would Proclaim a Jubilee to the 

World  (Luke 4:18-19; Isaiah 58:6; 61:1). 
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10. Christôs Mission would include Gentiles 

(Matthew 12:18-21; Isaiah 42:1-4). 

11. Christôs Ministry would be one of 

Healing (Matthew 8:17; Isaiah 53:4). 

12. Christ would Teach by Parables 

(Matthew 13:14, 15, 35; Isaiah 6:9-10; Psalm 78:2). 

13. Christ would be Disbelieved and Rejected 

by the Rulers (Matthew 15:8, 9; 21:42; Mark 7:6, 7; 12:10 11; 

Luke 20:17; John 12:38-40; 15:25; Psalm 69:4; 118:22; Isaiah 6:10; 

29:13; 53:1). 

14. Christ would make a Triumphal Entry 

into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:5; John 12:13-15; Isaiah 62:11; 

Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26). 

15. Christ would be like a Smitten Shepherd 

(Matthew 26:31; Mark 14:27; Zechariah 13:7). 

16. Christ would be Betrayed by a Friend for 

30 Pieces of Silver (Matthew 27:9-10; John 13:18; Zechariah 

11:12-13; Psalm 41:9). 

17. All the Disciples Forsook Him and Fled 

(Matthew 26:56; Psalm 38:11; Isaiah 63:3).  

18. They would Cast Lots for Christôs 

Garments (Matthew 27:35; John 19:24; Psalm 22:18). 

19. Christôs Hands, Feet and Side would be 

Pierced (Matthew; Psalm 22:16; Zechariah 12:10). 

20. Christ would be Given Vinegar and Gall 

(Matthew 27:34; John 19:29; Psalm 69:21). 

21. Christôs Boneôs would Not be Broken 

(John 19:36; Exodus 12:46; Numbers 9:12; Psalm 34:20).  

22. Christ would Die with Malefactors (Luke 

22:37; Isaiah 53:9, 12). 

23. Christôs Dying Words were Foretold 

(Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34; Luke 23:46; Psalm 22:1; 31:5).   

24. Christ would be Buried by a Rich Man 

(Isaiah 53:9; Matthew 27:57-60; fact stated, prophecy not quoted) 

25. Christ would Rise from the Dead the 

Third Day  (Matthew12:40; Luke 24:46).  No particular passage is 

quoted from the Old Testament for this.  That Christ would rise 

from the dead is definitely quoted in Acts 2:25-32, from Psalm 

16:10-11.  Jesus said it was Written that He would rise the third day 

(Luke 24:46).  Jesus must have had in mind Hosea 6:2 and Jonah 

1:7, and Isaac being released from death the third day (Genesis 

22:4). 
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26. Christôs Rejection would be followed by 

the Destruction of Jerusalem and Great Tribulation for the Jews 

(Matthew 24:15; mark 13:14; Luke 21:20; Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12: 

1, 11). 

  

Jesus Himself realized that in His death He was fulfilling the Scriptures 

(Matthew 26:54, 56).  While He was hanging on the cross, John 19:28 tells us 

that Jesus was concerned about prophecy being fulfilledé ñAfter this, Jesus 

knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be 

fulfilled, saith, I thirst.ò 

  

John 19:30 states: ñWhen Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is 

finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.ò   

  

Contrary to what many Bible-scholars teach, Jesus didnôt mean that His work of 

redemption was FINISHED on the cross.  How could it have been?  Jesus hadnôt 

died, been buried, nor raised up from the dead yet.  Jesus didnôt mean that at all 

when He said, ñIt is finished.ò  

  

Jesus meant that all the prophecies concerning His life and Death had been 

fulfilled up to that point in timeé ñAfter this, Jesus knowing that all things were 

now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirsté When 

Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finishedéò 

  

God is truly amazing, and has given us overwhelming evidence of His Divine 

Existence and Supreme Power in the fulfilment of Scripture Prophecies.  
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Nazareth 

 

The Gospel of Matthew (1) 
 

Introduction and Outline  

A reminder about what a ñgospelò is, a literary work interpreting the theological 

meaning of a concrete historical event to particular people in a particular 

historical situation. 

Although tradition and our Bibles attribute this gospel to ñMatthewò, the reality 

is, we donôt know who wrote it. Many scholars think the gospel was written by a 

second generation Christian, usingò Markò and ñQò ( a collection of sayings of 

Jesus) along with the writers own sources. The Gospel was probably written 

around 85 CE (dates range from 80-90). The Gospel of Matthew was known by 

Ignatius of Antioch ( 110 CE). 

Historical Context: 

Scholars are not exactly sure where or for whom the Gospel was written but 

most think in was written in an urban Greco-Roman location. Antioch, Syria is 

the most commonly mentioned site. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antioch
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Antioch was a large city, perhaps third largest in Roman empire. It was the 

capital of the Roman province of Syria and was a commercial center. At the end 

of first century itôs population was estimated to be between 150,00 to 200, 000. 

All these people lived in a small space. Scholars think there were about 205 

people per acre in Antioch. By comparison, Bombay has about 183 people/acre 

and Calcutta about 122. 

There were 3-4 Roman Legions, or about 15-20 thousand soldiers stationed in 

Antioch. Antioch was a staging ground for the 66-70 war. In that war, Jerusalem 

was occupied and the Temple was destroyed. 

There was a significant Jewish population in Antioch. There were at least two 

synagogues and also a community center which had political, social, and 

educational functions. Like elsewhere, the Jewish community was diverse 

and multifaceted. After the destruction of the Temple and the loss of their land, a 

way of life and religious practice had ended. The Jewish community was in a 

state of flux, trying to discover their way forward. 

Matthewôs Gospel was written for use in a particular community. Not for 

ñoutsidersò and not with an evangelistic purpose in mind. Scholars think the 

community reflected a cross section of Antiochôs urban society, mostly Jewish 

with some Gentiles. At this point in history, Christian Jews and non Christian 

Jews were becoming estranged. While Christian Jews thought their faith was 

consistent with Judaism, other Jews disagreed. Christian Jews were 

being ostracized from their community and from the synagogue. This has 

political, social, economic and familial implications.  Christianity is at a 

crossroad, trying to be faithful and trying find their identity which, while 

growing out of Judaism, is no longer Jewish but is also ( and never had been) 

pagan, even though pagan gentiles were joining the faith. 

Scholars believe Matthew was writing to a small community. Estimates ranger 

from 19 to 150 to 1000. No matter what the number, there were a small group in 

a city of 150-200,000. The community Matthew is written for is a small group 

living in a tough urban setting which had to navigate life under Roman Imperial 

power and it is dispute with the local synagogue over its place ( or lack thereof) 

in the Jewish community. This small community doesnôt ñfitò well in any of the 

cultural, social, and political options available to it. 

 

 

 



35 

 

Main Themes: 

Conflict is central to  the plot. The cosmic conflict between God and satan and 

the conflict on earth between Jesus and demons, forces of nature, illness, the 

religious leaders and the disciples. 

Identity shaping for life as marginal community of disciples. Matthewôs Gospel 

is a counter-narrative standing over against Roman Imperial power and Jewish 

religious authorities. Matthew offers another world view and way of life. The 

author encourages and challenges the reader to live a counter-cultural life. 

Persons who are marginal in the Roman world are those who are most aligned 

with Godôs plan. Godôs empire comes from the margins to challenge the 

powerful status quo. 

Formational rather than informational   The Gospel is not simple concerned 

with delivering information, nor is it evangelistic. It is concerned with those who 

are already disciples, encouraging, confirming, strengthening their faith. 

Literary Composition  

There are two (main) ways scholars think about Matthewôs composition. 

The narrative develops in three major sections: 

The Identity of Jesus (1:1-4:16) 

The Ministry of Jesus (4:17-16:20) 

The Death and Resurrection of Jesus (16:21-28:20) 

Within this narrative, the author also has organized the material into 

five discourses by Jesus, each representing a major theme. In between the 

discourses the acts of Jesus are told. Some believe the five discourses are an 

echo of the five books of Torah. 

The Sermon on the Mount (chapter 5-7) 

The Missionary Discourse (chapter 10) 

The Parable Discourse (chapter 13) 

The Community Discourse (chapter 18) 
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The Eschatological Discourse (chapters 24-25) 

An Outline of the Gospel of Matthew 

I. The Identity of Jesus: God Commissions Jesus 1:1-4:16 

A 1:1-17 Genealogy 

B 1:18-2:23 Infancy Narrative 

 1:18-25 Jesusô Conception and Commission 

 2:1-12 Visit of the Magi 

2:13-23 Murderous Herod and Faithful Joseph and Mary 

C. Preparation for Ministry 3:1-4:16 

 3:1- 12 John the Baptist 

 3:13-17 Baptism of Jesus 

 4:1-11 The Devilôs Temptation of Jesus 

4:12-16 Galilee of the Gentiles: Jesus the Light Shines in Imperial Darkness 

II. Jesusô Ministry to Israel: Jesus Manifests Godôs Empire and 

Commission in Words and Actions  4:17-11:1 

A.  Jesus Begins His Ministry: How Jesus Carries out His Mission 4:17-25 

4:17 The Message of Jesus 

4:18-22 Call of Disciples 

4:23-25 Summary 

B. The Sermon on the Mount: The First Discourse 5:1-7:29 

5:1-2 The Setting 

5:3-12 The Beatitudes 

5:13-16 Salt and Light 
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5:17-20 Jesus Interprets Scripture: The Greater Righteousness 

5:21-48 The Antithesis: Six ñFor Examplesò 

6:1-18 Living Justly, Practicing Piety 

6:19-34 Justice and Materialism 

7:1-6 On Judging: A Community of Compassionate Correction, Not 

Condemnation 

 7:7-11 Seeking God in Life and Prayer 

7:12 The Golden Rule 

7:13-27 Eschatological Scenes 

7:28-29 The Crowdôs Response to the Sermon 

C. Mighty in Word and Deed 8:1-9:38 

8:1-4 Healing of a Leper 

8:5-13 Healing of Centurionôs Servant 

8:14-17 Healing of Peterôs Mother in Law and Many Others 

8:18-22 Would be Followers: Costly Discipleship 

8:23-27 Stilling of a Storm: Stormy Discipleship and Jesusô Authority 

8:28-34 Jesus Casts Out Demons 

9:1-8 Jesus Heals and Forgives a Paralyzed Man 

9:9-13 Jesus Calls Matthew and a Dinner Party 

9:14-17 Question about Fasting: With all this Feasting, what about Fasting? 

9:18-26 Jesus Heals a Rulerôs Daughter and a Woman 

9:27-31 Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 

9:32-34 Jesus Exorcises a Mute Demoniac 
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9:35-38 Summary: Jesus Many Miracles and Compassion 

D.  The Missionary Discourse: The Second Discourse 10:1-42 

10:1-4 Twelve Apostles Chosen: Call and Commission of an Alternative 

Community 

10:5-15 Four Aspects of the Mission 

10:16-23 The Hardship of Mission: Inevitable Persecution 

10:24-42 The Courage, Impact, and Reward of Faithful Mission 

III. Responses to Jesusô Ministry:Israelôs Repudiation of Jesus 11:2-16:20 

A.  A Negative Response  11:2-30 

11:2-6 Johnôs Question About Jesusô Authority 

11:7-15 Jesusô Statement About Johnôs Identity 

11:16-19 The Negative Response to and Rejection of Jesus and John 

11:20-24 Woe on Towns: Failure to Repent 

11:25-30 The Revelation of Jesusô Identity to the ñInfantsò 

B. Open Conflict 12:1-50 

12:1-14 Jesus, the Sabbath, and Access to Food 

12:15-21 The Ministry of Jesus, The Suffering Servant 

12:22-37 Conflict: The Source of Jesusô Ministry 

12:38-45 Jesus Announces Doom on this Generation 

12:46-50 The True Family of Jesus: The Alternative Community of Disciples 

C. The Parable Discourse: The Third Discourse 13:1-53 

13:1-9 Jesus Addresses the Crowds (with Disciples) Seeds and Soils 

13:10-23 Jesus Addresses the Disciples 
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13:24-35 Jesus Addresses the Crowds (with Disciples) The Weeds 

13:36-53 Jesus Addresses the Disciples 

D. Ministry in a Hostile Environment 13:54-16:20 

13:54-58 Jesusô Rejection by His Hometown Synagogue 

14:1-12 The Murder of John the Baptist 

14:13-21 Jesus Feeds More Than Five Thousand 

14:22-33 Jesus Walks on the Water 

14:34-36 Jesusô Compassionate Healing 

15:1-20 Jesus Denounces the Religious Leaders 

15:21-28 Jesus and the Canaanite Woman 

15:29-31 Summary of Jesusô Healing 

15:32-39 Jesus Feeds More Than Four Thousand 

16:1-4 Testing Jesus: Requesting a Sign 

16:5-12 The Disciples Understand ?: Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

16:13-20 Confession of Peter: Summary of the Third Narrative Block 

IV Journey to Jerusalem: Jesus Will be Crucified and Raised 16:21-20:34 

A. Looking Toward Cross and Glory 16:21-17:27 

16:21-28 The Way of the Cross for Jesus and Disciples (First Passion 

Prediction) 

17:1-13 The Transfiguration 

17:14-21 A Difficult Exorcism of an Epileptic Boy 

17:22-23 Jesusô Second Passion Prediction 

17:24-27 Payment of the Temple Tax 
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B. The Community Discourse: A Community of Sustaining Relationships and 

Practices 18:1-35 

18:1-5 Who is the Greatest? Like a Child 

18:6-14 Concern for Little Ones 

18:15-20 Communal Reproof and Restoration 

18:21-35 A Community of Repeated Forgiveness 

C. Jesus Travels to Jerusalem 19:1-20:34  

19:1-2 Transition: Jesus Travels to Judea 

19:3-12 Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage 

19:13-15 Disciples are Children 

19:16-30 Discipleship, Wealth, and Privilege 

20:1-16 Parable of the Householder 

20:17-28 It Shall Not Be So Among You (Third Passion Prediction) 

20:29-34 Jesus Heals Two Blind Men 

V. Jesus in Jerusalem: Conflict and Death 21:1-27:66 

A. Confrontation with Authorities 21:1-22:45 

21:1-11 Jesus Enters the City 

21:12-17 In the Temple 

21:18-22 The Fig Tree 

21:23-27 Jesus Authority 

21:28-32 The Parable of the Two Sons 

21:33-46 The Parable of the Rebellious Tenants 

21:1-14 The Parable of the Wedding Banquet 
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22:15-22 Conflict with the Pharisees and Heroidians Over Paying Tribute to 

Rome 

22:23-33 Conflict with Sadducees Over Resurrection 

22:34-46 Conflict with the Pharisees 

B. Condemnation of the Scribes and Pharisees 23:1-39 

23:1-12 Warning to Disciples 

23:13-36 Seven Woes Against the Pharisees 

23:37-39 Lament for Jerusalem and Hopeful Anticipation 

C. Eschatological Discourse: The Final Establishment of Godôs Empire: The 
Fifth Teaching Discourse  24:1-26:2 

24:1-2 Jesus Predicts the Templeôs Downfall 

24:3-26 The Post ï Easter Eschatological Woes 

24:27-31 The Parousia: The Coming of the Son of Man and the End of Human 

Empires, especially Romeôs 

24:32-35 The Parable of the Fig Tree 

24:36-44 The Unknown Time: Be Vigilant 

24:45-51 Parable of the Wise and Reckless Slaves 

25:1-13 Parable of the Wise and Foolish Bridesmaids: Godôs Empire is like the 

Situation of the Ten Maidens 

25:14-30 Parable of the Talents: Be Ready for the Masterôs Return 

25:31-46 Jesus Son of Man and the Judgment 

VI: Passion and Resurrection 26:3-28:20 

A. Jesus Last Hours with His Disciples 26:3-56 

26:1-16 The Preparation: Four Perspectives 
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26:17-35 The Last Supper 

26:36-46 Agony in Gethsemane 

26:47-56 The Arrest 

B. Jesus On Trial 26:57-27:26 

26:57-68 Jesusô Trail before Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin 

26:69-75 Peterôs Betrayal 

27:1-2 Jesus Brought to Pilate 

27:3-10 Judasôs Money 

27:11-26 Jesusô ñTrialò before Pilate 

C. Jesus Is Crucified and Buried 27:27-66 

27:27-44 Jesus is Mocked and Crucified 

27:45-56 Jesus Dies 

27:57-66 Jesusô Burial 

D. Jesus Is Raised 28:1-28:15 

28:1-10 Jesus Is Risen 

28:11-15 The Report of the Guard: The Elitesô Alternate Story 

28:16-20 Jesus Commissions the Disciples 
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The traditional site of Jesusô birth, in a cave below the Church of the Nativity in 

Bethlehem 

 

Also below the Church in a cave were daily the Holy Eucharist of the Nativity is 

daily celebrated 

 

 

 


