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Foreword of Editor  in 1935 

The posthumous edition claimed by the Friends of Abbé Mermet was quickly 

exhausted, as it is true that it met a need. It had the further advantage that we 

have been able to receive the notes prepared by the Reverend for the edition that 

his death would have prevented to publish. Faithful to his memory, we do 

hereby fulfil his wish, by reprinting these documents and a few comments 

shared by well willing readers, what we will reprint. 

Extract of Forewords 

First Edition  

No man can give more than what he has and therefore one must not expect an 

author to impart more knowledge than he possesses. Thus at the outset of a new 

work it should be carefully specified what is involved and what is not. It would 

be too easy to reproach  a book what it does not say. We are dealing here with 

the subject of Radiesthesia, often called the art of dowsing. I have not attempted 

to present a synthesis of other methods but only to give a detailed exposition of 

one method among others, namely my own. 

The reader will not find any elaborate explanation in these pages. One's 

intelligence, ever eager to find out truth, and with good reason, concentrates on 

the causes of phenomena, and this may well prove misleading and deceptive. 

Rather must one admit that, in the present state of our knowledge, no theory 

appears to be satisfactory. The same applies to the phenomena of light, heat, 

electricity, wireless and others. If it is a question of undulations, what is the 

undulating substance? One must have the wisdom to avoid coming to 

conclusions. When an Indian fisherman first got an electric shock from a 

torpedo fish, he would have been utterly incapable of giving a true explanation 

of the phenomenon and his impressions would have been purely imaginary, not 

to say absurd. It is better to keep silent, rather than put forward chimerical 

theories with the risk of preventing the developments of science at the outset, by 

confining them to some preconceived hypothesis. 

In fact, my intention in the present work has been to set out, in an orderly 

manner, the facts observed in the course of forty years' practice, to explain 

experiments with sufficient precision so that they may be repeated by anyone, to 

expound a method which has proved its worth, and to bring into relief some 

fundamental laws emerging from this somewhat limitless and disconcerting 

subject of Radiesthesia. Criticism made in a truly scientific spirit will be 

welcome. 
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In France, the pioneers in the field of Radiesthesia have been, in the majority of 

cases, Catholic Priests who invariably have a strong aversion to spiritualism, 

occultism and all kinds of magic. Is it conceivable that if, in the course of their 

experiments, they had discovered some suspicious element, they would have con-

tinued their researches? The constancy of physical laws, their neutrality in regard to 

any religious or philosophical question, constitutes criteria showing that we are 

confronted with purely natural forces. Therefore, if there is no co-operation with 

any misleading influence, it is a question of pure science. It has always been a 

fatal mistake to oppose real progress in Science, affecting not only those responsible 

for such an attitude, which is of little importance, but also those whose authority 

was unquestioned and whose supporters they gratuitously decided to become. But 

this is not the first time that men with a religious vocation, like shrewd 

detectives, have shown the way to a discovery useful to humanity. There is no 

need to get alarmed in the present case. I am not to be held responsible for the 

occult practices, more or less unconscious, to which some people might become 

addicted under cover of my method. I should like to make it quite clear that I 

submit my work to the judgment of those in authority in the Catholic Church who 

are not in the least likely to be led astray by unwarranted claims on the part of any 

individual.1 

In this work, it seems to me that 1 have written a supplementary chapter to the 

old textbooks of classical physics. 

It may take many years before all the phenomena of Radiesthesia are elucidated 

and its nature completely understood including the range of wave-lengths 

involved, their periodicity, their influence on environment, and the best method 

of capturing, tame and controlling their effects so that they may be used to give 

beneficial results. 

This work, therefore, is but an outline, an accumulation of material intended to 

build, one day, a cathedral. I hope it will also inspire other radiesthetists to 

reveal their own secrets and thus create a fraternal link between all those 

devoting their efforts, hitherto too individualistic, to the progress of Radi-

esthesia. 

 

I must also express my deep gratitude to all those who have helped me in this work, 

first to the members of L' Association des Amis de la Radiesthésie who have urged 

and encouraged me to write this book, and particularly to my friend Father de 

Belinay, Jesuit, old commandant of the foot hunters whose great knowledge has 

                                           
1 See further, at the end of the preface of the 4th edition, a letter  by Right Reverend Eug. 

Tisserand, pro-prefect of the  Vatican Library. 
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guided me at all times and prevented me from falling into scientific heresies 

during my forty years of experience. May God reward all those devotions and 

bless the Testament of a dowser. 

 

Abbé MERMET 

 

Second Edition 
 

Mr. Armand Viré, PhD, distinguished current President of A.A.R. (Association 

of Friends of Radiesthesia, Paris), did me the honour to address, among others, 

the following lines in occasion of the publication of the first edition of my book: 

 

... This Testament (which we hope will add many successive codicils) is a 

courageous work, which bans the old and selfish spirit "sorcerer" which 

fortunately works of some of our colleagues are beginning to feel the decline. 

 

We feel in it a truly serene spirit that gives itself highly and whole, to humanity. 

 

Everyone can draw according to their aptitudes and abilities; and if many of us 

cannot succeed all the experiences, they nevertheless will draw a method, and 

with the example of a calm spirit, clear and benevolent for everybody As such, 

thank you, dear friend, to have given me the joy to have read your letter. 

 

These good lines that I could evaluate appear to have been ratified by colleagues 

and the general public. But, the first edition of this work was so quickly sold, 

that time was lacking to revise my work again. 

 

The reader will find here facts and experiments, and certain laws, or rather constant 

manifestations of radiesthetic forces, based on tentative hypotheses necessary for 

the explanation of facts. But he will find no theory accounting for them. This is 

quite intentional and the reason for it is obvious for no theory could account for all 

the facts. Any explanation would be more obscure than the particular fact to be 

explained. It is better, therefore, to remain silent and frankly admit that we do not 

know. 

 

In Radiesthesia some discover various things while others discover explanations. 

In the practical field of discovery we can distinguish those who find something 

from those who never find anything. But as far as discussion is concerned we 

are all equal and different views are often expressed in radiesthetic circles. 

 

It is a natural tendency of the mind to find out the cause and explanation of any 

phenomenon. But when this is impossible, the scientific attitude should be one of 
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benevolent curiosity, patient, obstinate; controlling one's work, repeating, varying 

and multiplying experiments in order to establish future theories on sound scientific 

foundations. Actually, in Radiesthesia, it is only facts that are of primary 

importance. 

 

Aristotle differentiated physics from metaphysics. It would seem that Radiesthesia 

takes an intermediate place between the two. By reason of its obvious similarities 

with the elements and laws of classical physics, gravitation, light, heat, electricity, 

magnetism and Hertzian waves, Radiesthesia is closely linked up with the group of 

sciences which studies the laws and forces of Nature. On the other hand, owing to 

certain results which might be regarded as supernatural, the apparent disproportion of 

the means employed, and the mysteries associated with it which it is not yet able to 

elucidate, Radiesthesia appears to be concerned with the suspect domain of forces 

transcending those of Nature. 

 

Among radiesthetists, I have observed two tendencies. Some, endowed with a 

really scientific temperament, see and seek in Radiesthesia a new branch of the 

physics of waves and radiations. Others, possessing psychic and metaphysical ten-

dencies, attracted by the wonders of occultism, aim at linking up Radiesthesia with 

phenomena of abnormal hyper sensibility or Spiritism. 

 

Personally, I must make my own position quite clear. I regard Radiesthesia as being 

purely scientific. If it had not been so, should have given it up long ago. All the facts I 

have observed, whether explicable or not, appear to be purely natural and the mystery 

associated with them is of the same kind as that characteristic of luminous, calorific 

and Hertzian waves. Hence my endeavours have always been to discover the points 

of contact between these branches so closely akin to the same science and I hope that 

those more learned than I will continue to investigate on the same lines. 

 

My own conviction is that those who try to associate Radiesthesia with occultism 

are doing a great deal of harm to it. I formally decline any solidarity with them, any 

responsibility for their theories and explanations and terms they use. Of course, one 

cannot stop anyone calling himself a radiesthetist but it would be most unfair if the 

misconceptions of some misguided enthusiasts should bring discredit to 

Radiesthesia. 

 

And now let us discuss the subject of distant prospection or Teleradiesthesia which is 

very topical. Having practised it for over twenty years 1 may venture to give a word 

of advice. A comparison may help us to see the subject in its proper light. 

 

Let us imagine the case of a surgeon who has discovered a new method of operating 

for cancer. In performing 100 operations, he achieved success in 80, leaving 20 
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failures. The president of a society of surgeons suggests that he should perform two 

controlled operations. Result: two failures. It would be fair to conclude : 102 

operations, 80 successes and 22 failures. But the reckoning in this case is different : 

two operations, two failures. All the facts involved, confirmed by the cured patients 

themselves as well as by the professional staff, are ignored so that the final 

impression is falsified. 

 

Where would science be today if only controlled experiments had been taken into 

account? And if, in the case mentioned above, a generalised statement condemning 

the operation in question had been made consequent upon two failures? 

 

Declare, for example, that the trials of Avignon and Paris seem to prove the 

futility of reading on planes, at least until it brings different results; engage those 

who are in their first readings to consider their efforts on work in nature rather 

than on paper; it is prohibiting Radiesthesia an immense horizon; that is to say to 

the aviator: "Make your device run along the ground, but above all do not take 

off.ò 

 

If students of dowsing will only proceed to work as further explained in (see 

chapter XIII) on a map or photograph, they will find that it is not more difficult to 

succeed at a distance than on location. Personally, after having surveyed a certain 

site, I never give a final opinion without having controlled my work on a map or 

plan in the quiet atmosphere of my own study. 

 

There is a demand for results. In the first edition of the present work, we gave 

about 20 results. It is easy for anyone to verify them. Dates, testimonies, 

references, are all there. Surely, that should be enough. 

 

Practical conclusion: when you are asked to make a prospection, begin by making 

a study of the map or plan representing the site. If you find nothing, do not go on 

the site. If  you feel anything, you should go, if possible, in order to check up on the 

site. On returning, another control should be made on the plan, map or photograph. 

Later on, with greater experience, it will be unnecessary to go on the site but useful 

only to indicate to those concerned where digging operations should be done to 

obtain a good result. 

 

It is, of course, understood that to achieve a successful prospection on a plan, it is 

essential that it should be properly made. An ordinary piece of paper is not a plan. I 

indicate further in chapter XII the necessary conditions to be fulfilled for making a 

good plan. They may be briefly summarised here. The plan should be so detailed 

(altitude, water streams, forests, hedges, ditches, houses, etc.) that the tele 
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prospector should feel he is actually on the site itself. Black or white lines which 

may stand for roads, paths, streams, tunnels, etc., are not sufficient indications. 

 

Moreover, and this is also essential, one must choose to work on a favourable day 

and at a favourable time. Thus, to give an example, the tele prospectors who 

worked on the plans put forward by the Congress of Paris (June 1933) a fortnight 

before the date of the Congress must have encountered insurmountable difficulties 

as during that time the atmosphere was highly charged with parasitic radiations. 

 

One day I had to go to the South of France to make a prospection but on that 

particular day parasitic radiations were so strong that from nine o'clock in the 

morning until five o'clock in the afternoon I found it impossible to detect a single 

stream. 

 

For those who are feeling sceptical about these radiesthetic phenomena capable of 

disturbing and even preventing any kind of work, either on the site or on paper, I will 

mention a case in which I was that year both a witness and a victim. On 4th March 

1933 I was called to make a prospection in the small territory of Penthalaz, near 

Lausanne (Switzerland) with a view to increase the water supply. Accompanied by 

my pupil, I arrived on the location at 13.30 hrs. We began to work right away. All 

was ping well when suddenly the pendulum stopped and refused to function. I said 

that it must be due to fading and advised waiting for a while hut at 17.00 hrs. we 

were still waiting for the end of the fading. In spite of all our efforts, and surveying 

the site at different points, sometimes with the rod and sometimes with the 

pendulum, we failed to detect anything at all. The pendulum remained motionless for 

three hours bath in the hands of my companion and in my own. As this happened in 

the presence of the local council and the schoolmaster who had brought his pupils to 

witness a demonstration of our radiesthetic powers, our embarrassment may well 

be imagined. 

 

When it was time to leave I said to my audience: ñThere is something very serious 

happening in the atmosphere today... It may be an earthquake or a volcanic eruption 

but I do not know for certain.ò The next day, I had a 'phone call from Penthalaz: 

ñHave you seen the papers this morning? You were right yesterday. And that 

morning the papers gave a full account of the terrible tidal-wave catastrophe in 

Japan. 

 

It is also worth noting that as soon as I arrived home I tried to do my prospection on 

a plan with the same negative result. It was only at 18.40 hrs that suddenly the 

radiations reappeared and the pendulum began to move again. 
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This somewhat sensational example serves to stress the fact that there are certain 

times and days when the pendulum cannot be used. 

 

Not wanting to lengthen inordinately this preface, I conclude by quoting a few 

suggestive lines. Firstly a corresponding kind, which was also stung one day 

with the tarantula of the pendulum. 

 

Reverend Father, I just read for the third time your book "How I operate.ò At the 

first reading, I thought I was dreaming, and I considered all these sets of figures, all 

these lines of force, the fundamental ray , capital, etc., as the product of a delirious 

imagination ... But, after all, I did not want accuse someone without proof, I sought 

to realize, I tried ... and after a few exercises, I saw to my amazement that the 

pendulum did in my hands its beginnings, for a given body, the same number 

oscillations, and the same number of rotations in a word, performed the same 

automatic movements as described in your book. Six months are since gone, and 

the more I work the more I see that you are right ... No, it is not subjective, you 

have found the laws that are real. I still have to enter your solenoids or spirals: 

which I hope to reach. 

 

Now here's a simple experience, but which goes very far. After a lecture to 

engineers in Strasbourg, one of them, a PhD, wrote to me in the same manner and 

with the authority that is  attached to his degree: 

 

Reverend, you must be right ... because, eager to check if your laws are applying to 

everyone, I wanted Monday night at the end of your conference, try to put them 

into practice. I told my wife: Hide me this golden coin in the house where you wish 

... I will try to find it." Now almost ten minutes had passed I found the coiné 

 

Having never wanted to do something personal and transitory but have always 

sought to establish objective principles, real, and which remain applicable to all 

subjects, except to those who are endowed with exceptional polarity, testimonials 

like these - and I have received hundreds of the kind in one year - as my best 

reward, and they are the ones who encouraged me to publish the new edition that I 

present to the public today. 

 

It looks at first like a sister; however, it took the experience of its predecessor. 

Besides some recent facts from among the most remarkable, proving once more the 

objectivity and safety of the principles, the present edition contains a special 

chapter, destined to initiate the beginners in tele-prospection, or the remote work. 

Those who in good faith, want to follow the directions that I have made as almost 

from a kindergarten,  will perceive without difficulty that this work is possible, very 

interesting and very advantageous. We can, however, follow the  interesting 
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account  facts of tele-prospection in the courageous and intelligent monthly 

magazine "La Prospection à distance" (distant prospection), written by my great 

friend and colleague Emile Christophe2. 

 

The organic part was increased with a new chapter on the harmful radiations of 

some waters and some bodies (elements).  

 

Two or three figures of certain diseases given in the first edition, are modified 

therein to reflect more carefully controlled experiments and useful observations of 

a distinguished and very dear colleague, Monsieur lôAbb® Brunard ( Rennes, 3, rue 

Saint-Sauveur), who had the advantage of working in a laboratory of an institute 

for bacteriology, etc. 

 

And now little book, bearer of proven truths, go wherever you find welcome in 

the five parts of the world. Sustained by the indulgence of the learned, by the 

sympathy of colleagues, and by the sole desire of doing good, with a prayer, too, 

that Heaven may not withhold its blessing, go, teach all who seek with good will, 

to discover and use those treasures that the earth hides from us, and, through 

the observation of beneficent laws, to relieve the sufferings of humanity. 

 

Abbé  MERMET Recteur de la Chapelle de Sainte-

Madeleine Président honoraire de I'Association des 

Amis de la Radiesthésie Jussy, près de Genève, Suisse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           
2 85, rue des Murlins, Orléans. 
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NOTES ON THE SCIENTIFIC ASPECT  OF 

RADIESTHESIA  

(LAKHOVSKY'S THEORY)  

I am neither a physicist nor a biologist, nor do I pretend that I am able to explain 

the phenomena of radiesthesia. I have, however, myself verified thousands of 

undeniable experimental facts, in the forty and more years that I have worked 

with rod and pendulum, and these facts no-one of good will can dispute. 

You cannot fight facts. As to their scientific explanation ¬ that I must leave to 

those better qualified than I. 'Official' science has so far made no pronouncement 

upon them, but in the meantime, I think we may be able to find a rational 

explanation of the phenomena of radiesthesia in the work of M. Lakhovsky: the 

Universe, Eternity, Life and Death, above all The Earth and Ourselves, etc. 

where we can find a rational explanation of Radiesthesia3. 

It will therefore be useful to give here in outline the principles expounded by 

this remarkable man. If they are new to you, and you wish to have a deeper 

knowledge of them than I can give here, you must read for yourselves what he 

has written. 

We know that classical physics teaches that there are two atoms in a molecule of 

hydrogen, twenty-six in a molecule of iron, forty-seven in a molecule of silver, 

eighty-two in a molecule of lead, and so forth. 

Now, according to Lakhovsky, the density of matter is not due to the atoms in a 

molecule, nor to the electrons, protons, positrons and other particles composing 

the atom. He considers that the density of matter is due to the nature of the 

intermolecular space, and that this space is not the same for different kinds of 

matter. 

According to Lakhovsky the compression, to a greater or lesser degree, of the 

molecule of any substance, gives rise to a radiation which is characteristic of 

that substance ð a radiation that is propagated to infinity. 

Furthermore he puts forward the theory that our thought is also a vibration, 

which is propagated to infinity at the race of 300,000 kilometers per second. 

                                           
3 The Secret of Life ð Cosmic Rays and Radiations of Living Beings by Georges Lakhovsky, 

translated from the French by Mark Clement. This famous work is available in a reprint of the 

second edition (190), published by The True Health Publishing Company,  Landor Road, 

Stockwell, London S.W.9. Other works, published in French only, are L' Univers, La Vie et la 

Mort, and La Terre et Nous. 
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When a radiesthetist stands on a site containing any mineral ore, gold for 

example (atomic number 79), the radiation of this gold causes traces of gold 

naturally present in the radiesthetists organism to vibrate in resonance, and gives 

rise in the course of cellular radiation to a specific current which, manifesting as 

a function of the atomic number of gold, is detected by the organism, and moves 

the pendulum. The same applies to silver, lead, iron, water, petroleum, etc., and 

all the substances contained in the soil on which the radiesthetist stands, for our 

organism contains all the ninety-two simple bodies of chemistry. Thus the 

radiation of every substance contained in the soil acts on the organism and gives 

rise to a specific movement of the pendulum. 

For detection at a distance (Teleradiesthesia), Lakhovsky gives an explanation 

based on the almost instantaneous propagation of thought. 

According to his theory, whenever thought is concentrated on a certain object, 

the radiation of that thought travels round the earth in one seventh of a second. 

Thus in his work La Nature et Ses Merveilles he explains how I was able to 

detect in my study at Saint-Prex, near Geneva, a spring at a young people's 

institute in Colombia, forecast to be at a depth of 28 metres and actually found at 

28 metres ð all this from some ten thousand miles distance. 

By concentrating my thought on a plan of that institute in Colombia, I 

instantaneously established, according to this scientist, a line of force between 

the grounds of the institute and myself. By running the index finger of my left 

hand on the plan, or simply by looking at it, at the moment when my finger or 

my eyes hit upon the exact site corresponding to the spring on the plan, the 

specific radiation of water was transmitted by this line of force from my thought 

and came to reach my brain. Thus it produced exactly the same reaction as if I 

had been on the site myself, above the spring, just as here in my home I hear a 

radio concert given in Paris, Rome or London, exactly as if the orchestra were in 

front of my eyes must admit that such explanations are very fascinating and one 

cannot help believing them to be true especially when knowing that Lakhovsky's 

theories have been confirmed in other parts of the world. 

The theory of thought-vibration has received the support of eminent scientists, 

notably Professor Cazamalli of the University of Psychiatry in Rome. There is 

no doubt that if this theory were finally confirmed, every radiesthetist, expert or 

otherwise, would be delighted to accept it. Thus it would be science itself which, 

in confirming radiesthetic phenomena, would put an end by means of its own 

weapons to a conflict which is to be deplored from every point of view. 
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Chapter One 

The Elements of Radiesthesia 

Fundamental hypothesis 

The human mind, lost in a labyrinth of facts, needs for its guidance an Ariadne's 

thread. Here then, to serve as a basis for our studies, is a broad hypothesis which 

seems to fit the facts. 

Everything takes place as if : 

A. All bodies without exception are constantly emitting undulations or 

radiations. 

B. The human body enters these fields of influence and becomes the seat of 

nervous reactions, of some kind of current, which flows through the hands. 

C. If an appropriate object, such as a rod or a pendulum, is held in the hand, 

the invisible flux is made manifest in the movements given to this object, which 

acts as a kind of indicator. 

A comparison will serve to illustrate our hypothesis. Let us take the well-known 

principle of wireless. A circuit is connected with a battery in such a way that a 
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current would ordinarily flow. But intercalated in the circuit is a tube containing 

filings, the brilliant invention of the famous French scientist Branly. Now the 

current does not flow, because the filings constitute a series of bad contacts : hut 

if a Hertz generator is wed to emit waves of a certain kind, at once the filings act 

as conductors and current flows in the circuit. 

In the same way everything takes place as if the human body, with all its rest 

stances, normally constitutes a circuit in which the current flows very feebly or 

not at all, whether the current involved is of physiological or external origin. 

But, if a radiesthetic wave is generated and the operator fulfils the necessary 

conditions of receptivity, then the human coherer functions at once, the current 

flows through setting the pendulum in motion, and the variety of the pendulum's 

movements corresponds with the variations of the waves that have brought these 

movements about. 

And so, in tracing the effect back to the cause whence it arises, it seems now 

logical. to proceed and analyse the parts played by the pendulum, by the human 

organism, and by the forces emanating from bodies in general. Then to go 

further and show how the radiesthetist goes about his work, making use of each 

of these elements in the chain of cause and effect, operating first 'on site', then at 

a distance, and concerning himself both with inanimate bodies and with living 

beings. 

Chapter Two 

The Role of the Pendulum 

A pendulum may be defined as anybody suspended by a flexible link. In 

principle, anything held up in the air by a flexible link is .capable of balancing 

freely. 

1. Substance 

The pendulum may be made of metal, wood, ivory, glass, marble, or liquid 

contained in a flagon, or any either heavy body. A watch answers the purpose 

quite well but using it that way puts it out of order either by shaking its spring or 

by magnetising it. It is preferable to use a neutral substance such as wood, glass, 

or ivory, or else the substance itself that one is searching for. Some radiesthetists 

use a hollow instrument in which fragments of the substance searched for are 

placed. 
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2. Shape 

The round shape has the advantage of being less affected by winds. 

3. Weight 

The normal weight is from 30 to 50 grams. But it is advisable to use a heavy 

pendulum (100 grams or more) when prospecting for heavy bodies. Likewise, 

sensitive operators will do better with a still heavier pendulum for a light one 

may get twisted in their hands. But to detect the finer points in any given case, a 

light pendulum is better (20 to 30 grams).4 

One often has the impression of a change of weight taking place. The same 

instrument held over a stream or liquid petroleum seems to get heavier. Held 

above some underground area, and especially above a pocket of gas, the 

pendulum seems to float in the air. It is important to know whether this 

impression corresponds with a real modification. 

Instead of holding the chain between the fingers, it should be attached to the end 

of a flexible rod, for example a wire 

acting as a spring. Acted upon by the weight, the wire adapts itself to a certain 

curve. Over a can of petrol, the curve is accentuated, and over a cavity it is 

diminished. Therefore, there is a certain force adding to the weight or 

diminishing it. 

4. The chain and its regulation 

The chain, wire or thread of suspension, must be flexible and without any 

torsion so as not to interfere with the movements of the pendulum. Often 

beginners fail to obtain results owing to not 'laving regulated the chain. One 

must, when for example, standing above a silver coin, let the chain slip between 

the fingers until obtaining movements that are distinctly marked and regular. 

Then the chain is regulated in length for the operator and for the object itself. 

One can also, by holding the chain at the same point, obtain the necessary 

regulation by raising or lowering the hand. 

5. Effect of colours 

Some radiesthetists use a coloured pendulum and there is nothing very 

surprising about that. We know that the seven colours of the spectrum obtained 

                                           
4 Reverend Mermet, besides the normal pendulum which he speaks later commissioned a 

special pendulum in hard rubber (ebonite) , very light, which may be weighed down the 

inclusion of witnesses. 
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by the decomposition of white light have their own individual wave-length. If 

Radiesthesia is a question of waves it is to be expected that certain waves should 

harmonise with certain colours and be in discord with others. A coloured 

pendulum may be useful for working on certain bodies but not on others. 

Personally, I do not use coloured pendulums for my method offers more certain 

means of determination. A table of colours is given below, some of which may 

be used for certain bodies but not for others. 

With regard to the role of colours, it may be said that coloured objects act as 

radiesthetic filters, keeping out the radiations of certain bodies and allowing 

those of other bodies to pass through. The use of a coloured pendulum thus 

provides an additional process of detection. 

Let a body be placed on a table. Holding the pendulum above it, the 

experimenter captures the ascending column, provided there is no fading at the 

time. The pendulum functions quite well. A piece of coloured paper is then 

interposed with the result that sometimes the pendulum stops working suddenly 

or sometimes continues its movements. 

Here are a few examples. The names preceded by a number correspond to those 

of Ripolin's classification. One must also take into account the chemical 

composition of the colour. 

For Water 

Radiations let through Radiations stopped 

Red (morning red) Prussian blue 

Grey green Clear yellow (4) 

Clear pearl grey (1055) Snow white (1) 

Dark green Rosy (morning-rosy) 

Irish green (straw yellow) (29)  

 

For Gold 

Radiations let through Radiations stopped 
Carmine red Red 

Irish green (29) Blue (strait) medium 

Blue violet Clear yellow (4) 

Reseda green Ultramarine blue 13) 

 Blue-hat 

 Red-automobile 

 Tyrian red (1021) 
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For Silver 

Radiations let through Radiations stopped 

Blue medium Carmine red (1415 

Blue (colour French flag) Tyrian red (1021) 

Ultramarine blue (13)  

 

For Petroleum 

Radiations let through Radiations stopped 

Various shades of green Various shades of red 

Various shades of blue  

Various shades of orange 

(Andrinopolis) 

 

Dark yellow (4)  

Chamois  

Ash grey  

Steel grey (6)  

 

For Copper 

Radiations let through Radiations stopped 
Various shades of blue Various shades of red 

Various shades of green Various shades of yellow 

Salmon pink  

 

From a practical point of view, it is advisable to experiment first on a sample of 

the same nature as that of the object searched for to see the effect of the coloured 

paper that is being used. 

6. Temperature  

Other things being equal, if a pendulum is heated over a flame its oscillations 

and rotations will immediately show an amplitude three or four times greater, 

and as it cools down to normal the movements are slowed down. 

It is easy to carry out this experiment with a flagon of water more or less hot. 

Conversely, if a pendulum is made with a piece of ice about the size of an egg 

and held over a metallic object, its oscillations and rotations will be scarcely 

perceptible. 
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This experiment should be borne in mind. It shows that, provided the conditions 

remain the same for the person of the operator, as far as his sensitiveness and the 

object to be studied are concerned, a variation of a purely physical nature, such 

as temperature, stops the pendulum or accelerates it. 

Beginners, and those who fail to make the pendulum work in their hands, should 

try heating it. Another way of carrying out this experiment is to take a pendulum 

attached to a chain and dip it successively in melting ice, in water at room 

temperature and in boiling water. When held over the same metallic object, such 

as a coin, the differences in amplitude of its movements should be noted in the 

three cases. This detail shows that the conditions under which the pendulum 

works are not immaterial. 

7. Movements 

The movements of a pendulum have three forms : oscillations, rotations or 

gyrations, and ellipses. 

Oscillations. Oscillations are balancing movements remaining in a vertical plane 

and may be likened to the movements of a swing. As in a swing, the start is only 

given in one direction, the backward movement being due to gravitation. It is 

not a single impulse which slackens off, as is the case with Galileo's pendulum, 

but a series of impulses that are kept up. The oscillations are not symmetrical 

and the pendulum `draws' in one direction. This is of practical importance in 

discovering the direction of a stream, the pendulum being attracted in the 

direction of the current. 

The amplitude of oscillations is variable. It depends on the mass of a body and 

on its radio-active power, on the sensibility of the operator, the lightness of the 

pendulum and its temperature as well as the length of its chain. 

On the other hand, an unaccountable fact is that distance has no influence. 1 

shall discuss again this point that the oscillations caused by the same weight of 

the body are equally powerful, whether the body is situated at a great distance or 

under one's feet. 

Rotations (or gyrations). In this movement, the pendulum describes a series of 

circles, and the thread of suspension outlines the surface of a cone. This 

movement may be a combination of the preceding one with a force swaying the 

pendulum from the vertical. It is important to observe the direction of rotation 

which sometimes indicates some very refined differentiations. Direct rotation is 

clockwise ; inverse rotation is anti-clockwise. If an experiment is carried out 

correctly and for the same body, apart from the particular polarity of the 

operator, this direction is constant for the same operation. 
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Ellipses. The pendulum, functioning by its initial impetus, describes two or three 

ellipses at the moment when oscillations turn to rotations, and reciprocally. 

8. Correct manner of holding the pendulum 

The pendulum should be held in the right hand (left hand in left-handed people) 

between the thumb and the index finger, with the least possible pressure, the 

back of the hand being uppermost and the arm without any contraction, relaxed 

and supple. The pendulum will still function, though not so well, if the chain is 

suspended at the end of a wire held in the hand. 

9. Pendulum and rod 

The dowser's rod gives the same results as the pendulum. Though I seldom refer 

to it, it is not to be despised. It is useful in the detection of the direction of a 

stream, for example. But, on the whole, the pendulum is preferable. Less 

cumbersome and less tiring  to manipulate, it describes a greater number of 

movements and, above all, it reproduces the form of objects which influence the 

operator. It also indicates more exactly the position of bodies. On location, it 

enables one to work at a certain distance, and for prospecting on a map it leaves 

the left hand perfectly free. 

The rod is less precise because it is too sensitive. Being always in a state of 

tension its equilibrium is unstable and its spring functions with some violence. It 

starts off from a state of contraction while the pendulum acts from a state of rest. 

It is certain that from the earliest times the Chinese and Indians knew about the 

use of the rod and the pendulum. In 1799 Professor Gerboin of the University of 

Strasbourg brought back a pendulum from India, and presented it to the 

Academy of Sciences in Paris; and the famous scientist Chevreul was appointed 

to make an investigation in 1833. But unfortunately he did not possess the 

physiological aptitudes to make him sufficiently sensitive to the range of 

radiations involved, and his conclusions were negative, which retarded the study 

of the pendulum for half a century. 

10. My witness pendulum (patented) 

In answer to the numerous requests on the part of the students of Radiesthesia to 

give them a standard type of pendulum of absolute reliability, I have designed a 

pendulum which seems to fulfil all the conditions for ensuring success as a 

working instrument. 

It has two characteristics which give it a great practical efficacy. First, it is 

composed of an alloy of several metals, which makes it a very sensitive 
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instrument and renders it neutral, because this combination of metals is rarely 

met with in nature. 

But what makes it a highly practical instrument for the prospector is the Pact 

that it can be easily opened, and closed tightly enough, to contain water or some 

other liquid. 

 

 
 

The great advantage of this pendulum is that the prospector can easily introduce 

fragments of bodies that he is searching for and thus establish the 

synchronisation which is always useful and sometimes necessary. 

It need hardly be said that it is not enough to have a good instrument. One must 

know how to use it. What would be the use of a Stradivarius in the hands of an 

unmusical person? 

There are certain laws which must be known, and above all, a great deal of 

experience is required. 
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Chapter Three 

The Unconscious Role of the Organism 

I. The body as conductor 

It is almost certain that the force that moves the pendulum does not reach it 

directly but through the intervention of the body of the radiesthetist. The 

pendulum may be held in any part of the right hand but it will function only if 

the right foot is placed in a proper position. If the right foot is lifted (left foot in 

left-handed people) there is no movement of the pendulum. Let us make it clear 

that it is the ball of the foot that is involved, and not the heel. Thus, everything 

takes place as if the radiesthetic flux entered through the right foot, flowed 

through the body and escaped through the right hand while moving the 

pendulum. But as the rays are vertical ones they can be picked up also by any 

anatomical part on the right side : knee, elbow, shoulder, head, etc. 

In the description given later of the radiesthetic field surrounding the body we 

shall give a definition, of the various rays : fundamental, mental, luminous, etc. 

What we said about the position of the right foot affects only the fundamental 

ray. The mental and luminous rays can be picked up even if the right foot does 

not rest on the ground, either with a finger of the left hand forming an antenna, 

or with the pendulum itself moved by the operating right hand. The mental ray 

needs no external antenna; one may even close the eyes, for it is only the brain 

that is involved. It has been said that rubber soles interfere with the function-ing 

of the pendulum but there is no evidence of this. Indeed, no insulating substance 

is known which can affect radiesthetic radiations. 

2. The sympathetic nervous system 

What takes place in the human organism is a matter of conjecture. Who can 

explain the nature of the nervous current flowing through the body? But it would 

seem that the nervous system is involved and that the nerves act as conductors. 

As a simple indication I should like to mention the following fact. When I am 

asked by anyone if he can become a radiesthetist I take the radiation of the great 

sympathetic nervous system; if it is below a certain figure the individual is not 

suitably endowed. The figure 18 seems to be the minimum figure for 

`immediate' capacity in any person. 

3. Who can be a radiesthetist ? 

This question is often asked. The required talent is by no means rare but the 

gifted individual is not aware of it. It would seem that about three men out of 
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four possess this gift in the latent state, and all that is necessary is to develop it. 

Some reveal themselves to be radiesthetists at the first attempt, sometimes while 

undertaking an experiment for fun. Others need guidance and tuition. In order to 

be successful the beginner must be guided by an expert; he needs a method, a 

discipline, to avoid wasting time in discovering things which are known already. 

The usual mistake made by beginners is to set aside any form of apprenticeship, 

to tackle the most difficult problems right away and to get discouraged at the 

first failure. A little modesty is always a good thing. The discredit unjustly 

suffered by capable radiesthetists is often due to foolhardy beginners. 

As some people are exceptionally gifted in the realms of mathematics, music or 

painting, so certain organisms are wonderfully endowed with radiesthetic 

sensitivity. There are some who do not even need a pendulum, for the reactions 

they experience are sufficient to give them the necessary information. This 

somewhat morbid sensitivity may prove to be more upsetting than useful. Some 

individuals experience a violent nervous commotion, even painful, when 

approaching a stream of water. My own father used to find himself jumping 

while passing over a subterranean stream. Personally, I am not so sensitive and I 

experience a sensation of heaviness in the legs while my feet seem to be stuck to 

the ground and I have a feeling of trepidation. These impressions, increasing in 

intensity with the degree of the radiating power of the external body, remain 

rather vague and do not enable me to determine the nature of a certain body 

without a pendulum. 

It is also true that certain individuals, who are exceptionally gifted, actually ósee' 

water under the earth, or various bodies, as if the earth were transparent for 

them. These cases of physical clairvoyance are extremely rare but they 

constitute a manifestation of a singularly greater receptivity. 

4. Can the science of radiesthesia be taught? 

The answer to this question is an unqualified affirmative provided the beginner 

fulfils the necessary physiological conditions, as proved by the numerous adepts 

I have instructed regarding the secrets of the pendulum in the course of lectures 

and my private conversations. These individuals have reached a high degree of 

expertness through their own experience and have succeeded extremely well in 

the branches in which they have chosen to specialise. But let us not forget that 

just as it is difficult to train a sheep dog to become a hunting dog or to transform 

a cart horse into a race horse, or a man who is stone deaf into a good musician, 

so likewise only an inefficient radiesthetist will emerge out of a beginner, 

continually failing and unlucky, who has not been endowed with the 'gift' ð I 

mean the physiological, intellectual and moral aptitudes which are indispensable 

to the making of a good radiesthetist. 
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I have received hundreds of letters in the past years confirming my conviction 

that Radiesthesia can be taught, and a study of the present work has resulted in 

many people be-coming excellent operators who never had the slightest idea, of 

Radiesthesia previously. 

Chapter Four 

The Role of Bodies in General 

1. Undulat1ons or radiations 

Our fundamental hypothesis is that `Everything takes place as if all bodies 

emitted undulations or radiations.' Our senses, or our instruments, enable us to 

observe that certain bodies, under certain conditions, vibrate and give off 

various kinds of waves or undulations.  

For example, the water in a pond struck by a washerwoman's beater; the air 

made to vibrate by a sound; the ether (unidentified substance but very useful for 

explaining certain phenomena) disturbed by oscillating sparks emitted by a radio 

station. Other bodies, radium, for example, give off violently their constituent 

atoms, and anything brought near them is subjected to a molecular 

bombardment. 

Does our sun, radiating such an abundance of light and heat, function by means 

of radiations or undulations? This question has been discussed for a long time. 

Newton maintained that light was due to a projection of corpuscular elements 

which, driven off by the sun and traversing space, ultimately reached us. 

Huygens, on the other hand, stated that light was due to undulations, nothing of 

a material nature affecting their speed through space, but only the vibratory 

shock disturbing the atoms in the ether being transmitted. 

Fresnel's experiments on interference, in which two luminous sources produce 

dark bands and light bands according as the undulations are accumulated or 

neutralised, are easily explained by Huyghens' theory but not by Newton's. 

It is to avoid a controversy that our fundamental hypothesis states `undulations 

or radiations'. For the time being, it is of little importance. 

lf, therefore, we already know that several bodies emit undulations or radiations, 

it seems reasonable to suppose that all bodies do the same. If not, how is one to 

explain that all bodies, more or less, give rise to the movements of the 

pendulum? 
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2. Radiesthetic field 

To express the idea that all bodies, far beyond their material surface, influence 

other bodies by forces emanating from their own substance, it is customary in 

physics to say that they are surrounded by a field. Nothing is more familiar to 

us. If a candle is lit, it is surrounded by a luminous field perceived by the eyes 

and by a calorific field felt by the hands. If a note is struck on the piano, a 

musical field is created and the corresponding string of a violin nearby vibrates. 

But there exists a far greater number of fields than we have senses for. An X-ray 

tube produces an invisible field enabling us to see bones and other opaque 

bodies on a special screen. The Eiffel Tower gives off a field of Hertzian waves, 

not visible, warm or audible by themselves, but which, with an appropriate 

apparatus, can be transformed into harmonious sounds. 

The radiesthetic field is not perceptible to our senses. In order to be manifested 

to us it requires a specific intermediary : the apparatus of the radiesthetist. 

There is also another anomaly. Most of the fields known to us are homogeneous, 

that is to say that forces are given off with equal intensity in all directions. 

Barring obstacles, all the Hertzian waves emitted at a given time by a transmitter 

are found on the same spherical surface at a given moment, having the point of 

emission as centre. 

But there exist non-homogeneous fields, for example, the magnetic field. The 

lines of force created by a magnet are very close together round the poles and 

not found in the. middle. To create a discontinuous field one can place obstacles 

in a continuous field. A lamp fills all the surrounding space with light. If it is 

capped by an opaque lampshade, there remain two luminous cones directed 

upwards and downwards respectively. If the lampshade is perforated, a ray of 

light will escape through the hole. Thus the luminous field is reduced to two 

cones and a ray; it is discontinuous. 

Now radiesthetic fields are continuous and discontinuous at the same time. Let 

us endeavour to explain this phenomenon as clearly as possible. 

First let us examine the discontinuous aspect of these fields. The pendulum 

exploring methodically all the space surrounding a body will only be affected by 

rays in certain regions where their presence will be indicated by various 

movements. Everywhere else, even in close proximity to the body, the pendulum 

will remain motionless. The sum total of these rays, wherever found, some being 

constant and others variable, is characteristic of the nature of any given body 

and enables us to identify it. Thus a field, in its discontinuous aspect, is 

composed of curved surfaces and simple lines or straight rays, curves or spirals, 
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which are called magnetic lines, magnetic surfaces, fundamental ray, spirals, 

vertical column and radiesthetic energies . In the intervals between these Bries 

or surfaces, the pendulum remains motionless. 

It is possible to capture all these radiations with the pendulum by holding it 

around or above a radiating body, or with the left hand functioning as a mobile 

antenna around the body, also with any part of the body, for example, the knee, 

elbow or head. 

With regard to the continuous aspect, the radiesthetic field manifests its action in 

all directions and in all dimensions of space. It is manifested to the pendulum by 

means of the mental ray or solar or luminous ray. 

If we wanted to represent a radiesthetic field we should have, in order to show 

its discontinuous aspect, to place around the body in certain directions and 

inclinations some wires, straight or twisted, and some cylindrical or spherical 

surfaces. We should also, in order to show the field in its continuous aspect, 

surround the body with rays emanating from its centre in a straight line and in 

all directions. 

General description 

Before discussing the characteristic features of various fields, it might be useful 

to enumerate the elements common to the majority of radiesthetic fields. To 

explore all the space around a fragment of a body, it should be placed on a stand 

properly orientated whose under surface is easily accessible, or suspended from 

the ceiling by means of a string. By displacing methodically the right foot, or a 

finger of the left hand acting as an antenna, one will find the constituent 

elements listed below which will be indicated by the pendulum: 

1. Magnetic surfaces and lines of force, 

2. Fundamental ray F, 

3. Mental ray F, 

4. Solar ray S and artificial rays Sô, 

5. Witness ray T, 

6. Vertical column, 

7. Radiesthetic images, 

8. Numerical figures and direction of rotation, 

9. Spirals, 
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10. Pendulum designs, 

11. Variations in weight, 

12. Fading. 

1. Magnetic surfaces and lines of force 

Let us take the case of a dowser searching for an underground stream of water. 

Suddenly his pendulum indicates the presence of water but it is only a line of 

force and if one were to start digging no water would be found. He advances 

forward at right angles to the line and comes across six others, equally magnetic, 

and the next one indicates the actual presence of water. On the opposite side, the 

same series is found. For the time being, let us bear in mind the Pact that a 

stream of water is accompanied, on each bank, by a group of seven magnetic 

parallel lines, or fourteen altogether. 

Furthermore, the pendulum shows that these parallel lines are a section, on a 

horizontal plane of the ground, of seven magnetic surfaces in the form of 

concentric cylinders which can be detected above and below the stream of 

water. Let us imagine an electric cable surrounded by seven insulating layers, or 

a pencil wrapped up with paper seven times. 

If the water flow rises vertically (example), the section of its envelopes by the 

horizontal plane of the field will give seven circular and concentric lines. 

Now this phenomenon of radiesthetic surfaces is not characteristic of water only, 

but is a general one. Gold gives eleven lines, silver six lines, always a number 

equal to the characteristic serial number of a given body. Also, if a body is 

stretched out (coins laid out in a line), there will be parallel lines and cylindrical 

surfaces. In the case of a single coin, there will be concentric circles, sections of 

spherical surfaces. 
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Translation Notes 

Figure 2. Projection on a horizontal plane. Water (vertical column at centre) (4) 

Median (7) Great parallel. 

Figure 3. Projection on a horizontal plane.  Underground stream.  
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2. Fundamental ray 

Each body has a fundamental ray, which I discovered myself, emanating from it, 

whose direction makes an invariable angle with the North-South direction and 

whose inclination on the horizontal plane is constant. 

The direction of the fundamental ray is always away from the object. Its length 

is proportional to the mass of the body, and, given the same weight of various 

bodies, to their power of radiation.  

Example: Silver 

A French silver coin of ten francs. Weight : 10 grams.  

Direction of fundamental ray : towards the East.  

Length of fundamental ray 10 centimetres. 

Example : Copper 

Old French coin. Weight : 10 grams.  

Direction of fundamental ray: 45 degree South-West.  

Length of fundamental ray: 5 centimetres. 

I have recently had an unexpected confirmation of the existence of the 

fundamental ray. At a Congress of dowsers I met a woman gifted with an 

extraordinary sensibility. Putting a silver coin on a table, I asked her to pass her 

hand around it and tell me when she feels anything. When she said that her hand 

felt a sensation of coolness it was exactly to the East of the coin. By changing 

the metal studied, I observed that the sensation of coolness invariably occurred 

in the direction where the pendulum gave the fundamental ray. In the particular 

case of a hypersensitive person the fundamental ray became perceptible to the 

sense of touch. 

3. Mental ray 

There exists another ray, which I also discovered myself, linking up the object 

with the operator and any other person. I call it the mental ray because it comes 

directly from the object to the brain of the observer. (Fig. 6.) It never fails to 

manifest itself, except in cases of fading, and is always within reach. It persists 

even when the hand or the foot is lifted, and it is this ray which enables one to 

work while flying in an areophane. It indicates instantaneously, without having 

to move a single step, for it is sufficient to turn the body around, the presence, 

nature, direction and distance exactly, and the approximate depth, of the body 

searched for, All this will be explained further on. Among my discoveries, I 
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consider that of the mental ray to be the most important, after that of the 

fundamental ray. 

Where does the mental ray come from? From the body to the brain or from the 

brain to the body? 

The comparison called for is that of the luminous ray. When we look at a star, 

for example the polar star, it is certainly not a visual ray traversing space and 

returning which gives us the final impression. It is the luminous, ondulatory 

disturbance caused by the combustion of the star which affects our eyes, 

provided that they function normally and are directed towards the star. As it 

takes about three years for its light to reach distance, the polar star could have 

been extinguished but it would still remain visible. If it were not so, how could 

we see nebulae whose light takes a million years to reach us. 

Now radiesthetic rays behave like luminous rays very closely in that they 

emanate from all bodies, but they differ from luminous rays in that they are not 

impeded by any obstacle. Same as all the stars, barring obstacles, look down on 

us, as it were, with a luminous ray, so all bodies, irrespective of obstacles, are in 

contact with us by means of a non-luminous ray. Each body, vibrating in all 

directions, constantly reaches every man owing to the emanation of its non-

luminous waves. It is they which come to us and not something from us 

escaping to explore fax. away. Our organism is not a transmitting station of 

waves but a receiving station. Our brain is like a radiesthetic eye and not a 

lighthouse. It receives or ignores certain rays but does not send any rays out. The 

almost total part of these rays, not being received, is lost. When, by chance, they 

come across a suitably receptive apparatus they make it function, like a radio set 

and transmit their message. 

Some people, and not the least learned of them, hold a hypo-thesis opposed to 

ours. For them our brain is a transmitting station of waves. If we want to know 

what exists at a great distance away from, us, for example whether there is a 

gold deposit at a certain site, our brain would emit a mental ray which would fix 

itself on the site under investigation and would return charged with the answer. 

What is one to think of such an explanation? 

Confronted with facts that are so new and strange it behoves us to remain 

humble. Personally, 1 leave the solution of this great problem to those more 

learned than I. 

I hold the hypothesis that the brain is a receiving station of waves for the 

following reasons: 
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1. I have demonstrated by experiments with mirror, prism and projection 

lantern, a singular similarity between luminous rays and radiesthetic rays. 

Now, from the point of view of vision, the human eye is simply a 

photographic apparatus whose lens is the objective, the iris serving as a 

diaphragm and the retina functioning as a sensitive plate. According to 

physicists who have made a special study of the eye, the sensitive sub-

stance is the óretinal redô which is decomposed by the action of the light 

received, thus forming an image immediately transmitted to the brain, and 

is then replaced by a new layer of sensitive substance. A photographic 

apparatus is a passive receiver and so is the human eye. Therefore, by 

analogy, I conclude that it is reasonable to regard our radiesthetic 

apparatus as being purely a receiving one. 

2.  It is convenient, at first sight, in order to explain the facts discovered, to 

rely on the hypothesis of a visual survey of the site under study. But on 

second thoughts it appears that difficulties are encountered which seem to 

me to be insurmountable. This visual survey cannot be directed; for often 

one does not know in which part of the world the particular site actually is 

whose map lies before one's eyes. As this kind of visual prospection must 

be made in all directions, a great deal of mental energy is required to work 

at a distance of 10 to 20 000 kilometres away. One could not help being 

conscious of such a nervous effort involving loss of energy and fatigue. 

Yet, one can work on maps for two or three hours without experiencing 

any more fatigue than in any other kind of intellectual work. By putting a 

finger on a plan the pendulum begin to move and one is conscious of 

being a disinterested spectator of the play of imperceptible forces. 

3. Let us make this quite clear. A dowser in action is indeed a central 

transmitter of waves, just as a dowser at rest, or a non-dowser, or any 

animal, plant, metal or metalloid. But these waves are involuntary, 

unconscious, being constitutive of matter. It is the radioactivity of bodies. 

4. The mental ray cannot be a simple emission of vibrations of the ether by 

the brain. Let us even admit that these waves can be transmitted from the 

brain to an object: but their nature would not enable to gather useful 

information and bring back the answer. Such an activity is the monopoly 

of the mind. We should thus have to accept the possibility of an escape of 

the mind to reach a certain place situated thousands of miles away in 

order to give the desired information. Let us leave such a heavy 

responsibility to others. 

5. The hypothesis which likens the brain or the whole nervous system to a 

simple receiving station is closely related to  the functions of the classical 



31 

 

live senses. Just as the eye does not project a look, the ear does not send 

out any listening aid, but confines itself to gathering up the sound that 

reaches it. The tongue restricts itself to tasting what is put on it, the nose 

to inhaling smells brought to it in the air, and touch is limited to palpating 

objects within its reach. Not one of our senses sends out into space an 

enquiring signal. 

The same hypothesis is also more scientific for it does not separate itself 

from science. Its requirements consist only, as in wireless, of a 

transmitting station (the vibrating body), a transmitting medium (the same 

ether as for light and Hertzian waves) and a receiving station (in this case 

the nervous system of the dowser). 

Astonishing as the results obtained by Radiesthesia may be, we have a 

sense of scientific security with it which is not far away from the 

indisputable facts of modern physics. 

I stated before that the pendulum oscillating over a stream of water, AB, 

indicates the direction of the water by a kind of traction ð that is to say, it 

indicates whether the water flows from A towards B or from B towards A. 

It indicates also the direction of the propagation of radiesthetic rays. Now, 

the direction of transmission of our mental ray is from the object towards 

the operator. This is felt through the pendulum as one feels the direction 

of a stream of water. 

The operator can also capture the ray going from an object towards any 

other person, whether the object is visible or not. This seems to be yet 

another proof that this ray does not emanate from our brain. 

4. Luminous ray 

This ray would seem to be a radiesthetic wave making use of a light ray, 

whatever the source of it may be. 

The principle of this ray was discovered, we believe, by Abbé Bouly. But 

our eminent colleague called it, wrongly we think, a solar ray under the 

pretext that this ray exists only in daylight. And it is for this reason, 

according to him, that it is impossible to do any prospecting at night. 

But long experience has proved to us that any kind of luminous ray, for 

example that of a lamp, is perfectly satisfactory for carrying out 

prospection on a plan and even on location. Thus, during the evening, by 

way of study or recreation, it is quite possible to detect a radiating body, a 

coin for example, that has been hidden in the room where the operator is. 
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This luminous ray, emanating from the sun or any artificial source, 

constantly links up the source from which it emanates with all other 

bodies. And as regards the solar ray, it reaches all bodies even when the 

sun is masked by clouds. It is then that work becomes easier and more 

reliable because there are no magnetic images, or very few. 

 

We know that a magnetic surface BBI surrounds each body which 

lengthens or shortens itself and even disappears at certain times. It is 

useful to know that the luminous ray stops at this magnetic surface of the 

body as well as before the body itself, and it is this phenomenon which 
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prevents the operator at certain times from locating exactly the object 

searched for. (See Fig. 4. See previous page) Let us also note that the 

luminous ray does not stop motionless before the body nor before the 

magnetic aura of it, but it seems to rebound forming a very short reflected 

ray. The direction of transmission of the luminous ray is from the 

luminous source towards the body, and that of the reflected ray is away 

from the body. 

Any artificial luminous source, a candle for instance, or electric light, 

gives the same kind of ray S. We can also, by displacing a source of light, 

increase at will the direction S: their point of convergence indicates the 

object searched for. 

5. Witness ray 

Each body sends out a radiesthetic ray towards another fragment of the 

same kind as itself. For example, if there are two silver coins and two 

copper coins in a room, a ray will link up the silver coins together, and 

another ray will do the same with the copper coins, but no ray will go 

from silver to copper. 

This ray, conveniently called `witness', because it is the principle of the 

witness method, is extraordinarily useful. One can easily bring, place or 

displace the witness body. Let us take the case of a gold coin hidden or 

lost in a room. Another gold coin (the witness) should be placed on a table 

and the operator should go round it. As soon as he passes between it and 

the coin searched for, the witness ray will be intercepted, and the 

pendulum, held in the right hand, will give the serial number of gold. The 

point where the operator stands and the position of the witness coin 

together indicate a direction which should be noted. The witness is then 

displaced and a second direction is obtained which will intersect the first 

at the point where the gold coin is laden. 

6. Vertical column 

In an earlier edition of this work, I referred to an ascending column or 

vertical column in connection with radiesthetic images. After further 

reflection, it seems more logical to include it in the enumeration of normal 

elements of the radiesthetic field. 

When the ether is in its normal state, a vertical radiesthetic ray is formed 

above as well as below each body, that is to say that the pendulum held in 

a vertical direction in regard to the object, gives the specific series. But, if 

any magnetic discharge disturbs the equilibrium of the ether, this 
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ascending column ceases to exist and seems to have been dispersed, 

giving rise to deceptive magnetic images. A" comparison may prove 

helpful. Let us take a group of Mohicans on the warpath. They bivouac in 

a wood and light a fire. If the air is calm, the smoke will ascend vertically 

and will give them away to their enemies. If it is windy only traces of 

dispersed smoke will appear far away from the bivouac. 

The ascending column is the radiesthetic smoke of bodies. Its presence 

over an object indicates the calm state of the ether, hence the accuracy of 

other observations. Its absence is a sign of a magnetic disturbance which 

falsifies the indications of the pendulum. 

7. Radiesthetic images 

I have given the above description to representations of an object which 

are a kind of mirage, or capricious reflections, dancing around the body, 

and whose mobility, both in regard to distance and direction, is 

disconcerting. They may be compared to solar parhelions, those groups of 

mock suns which in boreal regions are formed round the sun. These 

images, the despair of operators, are intense during stormy-weather and in 

blazing sunlight, while diminishing at night time and in cloudy weather. 

Sometimes, after having been displayed around a body, they rise again 

and are found in a vertical column, just above and below it. It is then the 

best moment for the operator to work. If one is surrounded by images, the 

waiting interval will not be long for, as a rule, the periods are short and 

the changes continual. It is in prospecting for gold that they prove most 

troublesome. We shall indicate further on how to distinguish them. 

The magnetic or radiesthetic image can be utilised provided it can be 

distinguished from the real object. If the latter is inaccessible, one will 

find on the image all the information required : depth, output, direction of 

stream. Everything takes place as if one were examining a face in a 

mirror. Furthermore, if one goes round the magnetic image, the 

radiesthetic ray is encountered which links it up with the object and 

makes its detection possible. 
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Figure 6 

 

FIGURE 6 - above. Aspects of Radiesthetic Field 

Vertical section. A: Silver coin placed on table. C: Position of 

radiesthetist's head : AC: Mental ray, direction from A to C AF: 

Fundamental ray ending at AF, appearing below the table, direction East. 

Sp: Spirals, two series each of three spirals, described by the pendulum 

beneath fundamental ray. F: Magnetic line, a reflection of the 

fundamental ray AF, rising above the horizontal. 

The following image is  destined to show the characteristic number and 

the way of rotation of (pure) silver. To avoid that the traits and 

circumferences do not cover themselves on the illustration, we have 

pretended that the right hand moves towards the right. The intermediary 

eclipses are due to radiesthetic control caused through the drive of the 

pendulum: 
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8. SERIAL NUMBERS AND DIRECTION OF ROTATION  

For all the elements which have been mentioned earlier, the pendulum 

gives a certain number of oscillations, followed by the same number of 

rotations, and so on.5 We must note that it is only the first series of 

oscillations or rotations that counts. The second series is only the 

repetition of the first, in a different direction. The first series, being ended, 

the pendulum hesitates for a moment, then repeats the same number in a 

new direction (perhaps also in the same direction) and continues to do ,so 

indefinitely as long as the operator holds 7 his hand near .or above the 

body under observation. (Fig. 7.) Thus, for silver, we have six 

oscillations, followed by six rotations. Then it starts again. The figure six 

is characteristic of silver. Furthermore, the rotations are anti-clockwise 

because in a silver coin the silver is not pure. Pure silver gives a 

clockwise rotation. Thus, each body has a serial number and a direction of 

rotation which are characteristic of it. The determination of bodies by 

                                           
5 Note that this is only the first series of oscillations or rotations that counts. The second series 

is only the repetition of the first, in a different way. The first set ended, the pendulum 

hesitates a moment, then repeats the same number in a new direction (can also be in the same 

direction), and this indefinitely as long as that the operator holds the hand near or above the 

corps object or whatever. 

 


